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QPUE GENERAL PRESIDENT & CEO
0414 383 182
president@qpu.asn.au

I WAS PLEASED TO  
BE ABLE TO 

RELEASE THE QPU 
‘LOG OF CLAIMS’ 
TO ALL MEMBERS 
ON MAY 23 THIS 

YEAR FOLLOWING 
THE QPUE ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE.
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QPU Shane Prior with interstate and international observers attending the 2025 Annual 
Conference.

QPU President Shane Prior with the Women’s Advisory Council members at the 2025 Annual 
Conference.
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W
IN

TER
 2025

“WHAT’S HAPPENING 
WITH THE EB?”

IT’S THE QUESTION 
I’M ASKED MORE 
THAN ANY OTHER 

RIGHT NOW.
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ANDY WILLIAMS
QPU VICE PRESIDENT 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - SOUTH EAST REGION
0404 460 773
awilliams@qpu.asn.au

South East Regional Reps at the 2025 
Annual Conference.
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W
IN

TER
 2025

BEC BRADLEY
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE -�FAR NORTHERN REGION
rbradley@qpu.asn.au

AT THE RECENT 
QPUE ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE, I WAS 
PARTICULARLY 

INTERESTED 
IN THE ACTING 

COMMISSIONER’S 
REMARKS 

REGARDING THE 
SUPPORT PROVIDED 
TO LOGAN DISTRICT 

IN RESPONSE 
TO INCREASING 

FRONTLINE 
DEMAND AND THE 
UNSUSTAINABLE 

LCAD QUEUES 
REPORTEDLY 

INCLUDING UP TO 40 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

(DV) JOBS AT THE 
BEGINNING OF EACH 

SHIFT.
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QPU Far North Region Rep Bec Bradley asks Acting Commissioner Shane Chelepy,  
what about FNQ?



9

Q
U

EEN
SLA

N
D

 P
O

LIC
E U

N
IO

N
 JO

U
R

N
A

L



������
�
�	,��"���������
#	
��

��,�����=�	���
"������������	#���
����

	
�����'�-3�	���


�������
��"��

�����
��
��"���
8����
,��!����

�����

�	
�������������

��������

�������
"���������
��	��������
�	,��

=���-��	
������	��	�
����	��
���

���,	���
����	
	�	,�������
���
������

�	����
��	
��	
���
����
������'��

�

	
	�	
�	,��	��
���	
�����������������

�	�������,
��
�������������
�	���	
��

���
����	������
�
�	�
��1&�
������

-��	
������	��	�
��8������������
���

	
���	����	�	�
��������6>?�*���

��

��,��	
���	��6@-�����	�
�2�

����	�������,����
�/
��������

�����#��������-��	
��3����"�

����	��	�
���A���"�	
��������	
������

(0&�

��
�������
��,
�

�"��
����	
�

����&��	�
�
������	

	
���������	
���

QPU Regional Rep Bec Bradley lodged 
clear and concise questions with the Acting 

Commissioner during the Conference.
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Far North delegates at the QPUE 
2025 Conference

QPU WATCH HOUSE REPORT
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COMPLAINTS FROM JUVENILES 
AND THE WATCH HOUSE
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VALE SERGEANT FRANCIS 
(“FRANK”) ROBERT FALAPPI  
(7 MAY 1968 – 9 MAY 2025 –  
57 YEARS)
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Late Sgt Frank Falappi.
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JARROD BROWN
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - SOUTHERN REGION 
0474 202 738
jbrown@qpu.asn.au

MANY A BRIGHT-
EYED RECRUIT 

HAS COMMENCED 
THEIR EMPLOYMENT 

JOURNEY UNDER THE 
GUIDANCE OF THE 

QUEENSLAND POLICE 
SERVICE WITH 

DREAMS OF PLAYING 
A CRUCIAL ROLE IN 

MAINTAINING PUBLIC 
SAFETY ACROSS 

THE STATE SO THAT 
COMMUNITIES 

CAN THRIVE FOR 
GENERATIONS TO 

COME.
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Southern Region delegates at the 2025 QPU Annual Conference.

 QPU Southern Region Rep Jarrod Brown presenting Sgt Toni Phelan with 
recognition of 34 years valued membership.
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AS THE CHAIR OF THE 
REMOTE LIVING AND 

POLICING COMMITTEE 
(RLPC), I’M PROUD 
TO REPRESENT AND 

ADVOCATE FOR OUR 
MEMBERS WHO 

LIVE AND POLICE 
IN REMOTE AND 

REGIONAL AREAS OF 
QUEENSLAND.
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Rep), Melissa Baird (Longreach), Terence Selwood (Capricornia Coast), Chris Lindsay (Gladstone).
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Mackay Watch house – Supervisor Training Day.

Mackay Watch house Charge Counter.
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Clermont day room.

Interview room

DV safe room

CLERMONT DAMAGE
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Some of the Clermont station damage.
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Mackay Criminal Investigation Branch.

Detective Sergeant Paul Arnold and 
his wife Lea.

Dean Cavanagh.

Enjoying the farewell ceremony, QPU Mackay 
Branch President  Micky Thomson and QPU 
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TONI BROSNAN
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - NORTHERN REGION
0428 337 825
tbrosnan@qpu.asn.au

“PROTECTING 
OUR FUTURE – 

HONOURING OUR 
PAST” WAS THE 

THEME OF THE 2025 
QPUE CONFERENCE 
HELD IN BRISBANE 

ON MAY 20-22.

Northern Region delegates at the 2025 QPUE Annual Conference. 
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QPUE Vice President Andy Williams and QPUE 
General President Shane Prior congratulate 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 2025 – 
PETER THOMAS
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QPUE General President Shane Prior and 
QPU Northern Region Rep Toni Brosnan 

congratulate Peter Thomas on being awarded 
QPUE Life membership.
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QPU Northern Region Rep Toni Brosnan was 

following the announcement of his QPU Life 
Membership.
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JAKE LACY 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - NORTH COAST REGION
0499 044 265
jlacy@qpu.asn.au

EFFECTIVE 
POLICING RELIES 

ON MORE THAN 
JUST DEDICATION 
AND RESILIENCE, 

IT REQUIRES 
SAFE WORKING 

CONDITIONS, PROPER 
RESOURCES AND A 
STRONG SUPPORT 

NETWORK THAT 
ENSURES OFFICERS 

CAN PERFORM THEIR 
DUTIES WITHOUT 

UNNECESSARY 
OBSTACLES.

������������

��
�������!�������
�!��

����
������������
�����
���� �	�����

��
�

�,�	����� ���������!�!���
������

��!��������������������$

�������	�����'�
��������
�����'����

������������������������������$�
��!�


������������������������
���������

�������
�����
�	��������
���
������

 ����������
���������	��
����	�!���
��

������������
�"�����"������!�'����

������

��"�����"������ �������
�����

����"������!!��������	������
�

���������������	������
� ��������

"���������� �����!�!���
$

THE GOOD
�������)*+�6-�	���#��������!�������

��������C�����0�(��������	�����

!����������
�����
���"����"�������

����	��
��������/��
�����4��
�$�

D�
����	��������
����������	����
�

�����
�������������������
���	������

��	�!!����������!������#�������


�B������	�!���-����� �����7�����$

�����-�
���������	�������"����

��"�#����������	��������������

4�!�������6!����������������

�����4���'����
�	�����������!!��
��

"��'����� ���!��������
$�:������!��

������#�
��
��
�������4��
��7��������

6-�	���#��������	�!��	����������������

�������"�
���
�
��������������

!�!���
��	��

�����/��
�����4��
��

"����	������� ���!������	���
�������

�		�

����������
��������$

����!������"�
���

��������!��
����

������������E�����0�"�����������

 ��
�9�#���!�������� �����/��
�����

4��
��/���������	�����4���������

/�����*���	��/��������"����!���������

���!�!���
�����������������
���

����������$�:����������!�������� ����

��"��,�	���
�"�������	����������������

����	�$

*��
������F�����7�"�����

14���������/����3

;�	��*��
������F���	�����
���!���

1����"��3

/�	�������F�/�����6�
�����

14���������/����3

�

�
�����/�	�������F�/��#��
����

14������������	��D��
�3

(��-�����!��
��	����	�������������
�

����������	������/���������/��#���

����(�����'����!� ���
�����������

���
��#��������	��������
$���
��	����

�	'��"�����!������
�����
����������

6!��������������"��
��������

��,���
�

��#���������
������ ���������� ������
�

��-�����
��� ����"��$�

and Shaye Easton with QPU North Coast Regional 
Rep Jake Lacy
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RICHARD JACKWAY
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - METRO NORTH REGION
0412 783 879
rjackway@qpu.asn.au

FROM MY POINT OF 
VIEW IT APPEARS 

THERE’S A TSUNAMI 
COMING OUR WAY. 
WITHIN A DECADE 

WE WILL HAVE 1500 
EXTRA GENERAL 

DUTIES OFFICERS TO 
ANSWER 245,000 

EXTRA DV CALLS FOR 
SERVICE.

THIS IS UTTERLY 
UNSUSTAINABLE.
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Annual Conference.
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JOHN SHILTON
QPU ASSISTANT TREASURER
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - HQ & SUPPORT REGION
0437 194 837
jshilton@qpu.asn.au

WE WILL HOPEFULLY 
SOON BE 

OPERATING UNDER 
A NEW CERTIFIED 

AGREEMENT – 
EB11, OR NOT TOO 

FAR AWAY FROM 
IT.  ALTHOUGH IF 

ITS ANYTHING LIKE 
EB10, WE MIGHT 

STILL BE IN HEAVY 
NEGATIONS WITH THE 

GOVERNMENT WELL 
AFTER THE NOMINAL 

EXPIRY DATE OF 
30 JUNE 2025, TO 

ENSURE THAT OUR 
MEMBERS RECEIVE 
THE ENTITLEMENTS 

THAT THEY DESERVE.  
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Metro South Region delegates at the 2025 QPUE Annual Conference.
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QPUE CONFERENCE 
2025 OPENING 
ADDRESS

W
IN

TER
 2025

QPUE PRESIDENT 
AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

OFFICER SHANE PRIOR 
WELCOMED DELEGATES, 

OBSERVERS AND GUESTS 
ON THE FIRST DAY OF 

THE 2025 QPUE ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE HELD AT 

THE NEWLY RENOVATED 
CONFERENCE FACILITIES 

AT THE QPU OFFICE IN 
BRISBANE.
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– Workplace Injuries:

physical and psychological

  – Motor Vehicle Accidents

– Workers Compensation review and appeals   

1800 658 525

sciaccas.com.au
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THE 2025 QPUE 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

SETTLED ON A THEME 
FOR THIS YEARS 

CONFERENCE AND IT WAS 
SYMBOLIC AND TIMELY 

IN MANY WAYS.
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FUTURE - HONORING 
OUR PAST
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The Hugh Talty Media Conference Room

The Wendy MacDonald Legal Conference Room.

The Col Chant President’s Conference Room
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Acting Sergeant Liam Bailey recovering in hospital from a gunshot wound.
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TRIUMPHANT PREMIER 
RETURNS TO CONFERENCE 
BUT  WHAT’S HE PROMISING?

AFTER SPEAKING 
AT LAST YEAR’S 

QPUE CONFERENCE 
AND BEFORE HIS 

DECISIVE VICTORY IN 
THE OCTOBER 2024 
QUEENSLAND STATE 

ELECTION, DAVID 
CRISAFULLI PROMISED 
TO COME BACK TO THE 

QPUE CONFERENCE 
IN 2025 AND TALK 

ABOUT GUARANTEES, 
COMMITMENTS 

AND WHAT HIS LNP 
GOVERNMENT CAN OFFER 
HARD WORKING POLICE. 

W
IN

TER
 2025
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get more 
from YOUR 
dental cover
Root canal, simple and surgical extractions 
and periodontic treatment are covered under 
General Dental, with no annual limit*, rather 
than Major Dental like most other funds.  
This means your Major Dental category isn’t 
exhausted by these services and is available if 
you need more complex dental services.

Get a free cover 
comparison from 
our team today

General Dental

No Annual Limit* $1500 Annual Limit*

$3000 Rollover Limit^

Major DentalentalDeental
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STEVE & GLENN 
TALK OPPOSITION 
AMBITION

STATE OPPOSITION 
LEADER STEVEN MILES 

AND HIS SHADOW 
POLICE SPOKESPERSON 
GLENN BUTCHER SPOKE 

TO QPUE DELEGATES 
DURING A SHORT BREAK 

IN PARLIAMENT WHILE 
THE QPUE CONFERENCE 

WAS CONVENED IN 
BRISBANE.
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QPUE           
CONFERENCE 2025
AT THIS YEAR'S ANNUAL 
QPUE CONFERENCE, FOR 

THE FIRST TIME IN THE 
EVENT'S HISTORY, A 

DISTINCT THEME  
WAS CHOSEN 

"PROTECTING OUR 
FUTURE - HONOURING 

OUR PAST."W
IN

TER
 2025
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A standing ovation for Peter Thomas announced as the 2025 recipient of 
QPU Life Membership
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Peter Thomas accepting his QPUE Life Membership Award.
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QPU General President Shane Prior.
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Ellis from the Wall to Wall Ride of Remembrance.

QPUE General President Shane Prior happily accepts the 2024 Financial 
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Police Health CEO Scott Williams announced a Qld only deal for 
members.
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Mitch Taylor from ART spoke about ways to increase superannuation 
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Dr Jacqueline Drew discussed data on police well being.
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Dr Drew believes since the departure of Commissioner Carroll the QPS 
has lost momentum to tackle health issues for police.
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S/Sgt Simon Lowcock and Insp Darren Harland discuss work the 
Operational Equipment Unit has undertaken.
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The concept carrier for the personal issue tourniquet to be worn on an ILBV.
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The Velcro attached carrier concept for the First Aid kit on an ILBV. Sgt Dusty Osborne during his presentation on Tactical First Aid.
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Gilshenan and Luton Director Craig Pratt

Calvin Gnech Practice Director at Gnech and Associates discusses 
discipline investigation failures by the QPS.

The Conference legal panel, Calvin Gnech, Craig Pratt, Rachel Tierney 
and Anna Waite.

Gilshenan and Luton Senior Associate Rachel Tierney
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WorkCover Special Counsel Ryan Heath from Scaicca’s Lawyers 
discusses discipline cases that lead to increased payouts for  

QPUE members. 
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Anna Waite from Gnech & Associates highlighted the frustration with 
the QLD Human Rights Commission.
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get more 
from YOUR 
dental cover
Root canal, simple and surgical extractions 
and periodontic treatment are covered under 
General Dental, with no annual limit*, rather 
than Major Dental like most other funds.  
This means your Major Dental category isn’t 
exhausted by these services and is available if 
you need more complex dental services.

Get a free cover 
comparison from 
our team today

General Dental

No Annual Limit* $1500 Annual Limit*

$3000 Rollover Limit^

Major DentalentalDeental
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Watch 
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��Lockhardt River Watch House
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DFV BILL SCRUTINY
IN APRIL 2025, AMANDA 

CAMM THE MINISTER 
FOR FAMILIES, AND 

THE PREVENTION OF 
DOMESTIC AND FAMILY 
VIOLENCE INTRODUCED 

THE DOMESTIC AND 
FAMILY VIOLENCE 
PROTECTION AND 

OTHER LEGISLATION 
AMENDMENT BILL 2025 
INTO THE QUEENSLAND 

PARLIAMENT.
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QPU President Shane Prior along with Policy Director Tony Brown and Barrister Troy Schmidt 
discussed the Union’s support for the Bill during the Parliamentary Committee hearing.
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Shane Prior, General President, QPUE, PO Box 13008, George Street Brisbane Qld 4003 

 
30 May 2025 
 
Mr Nigel Hutton MP 
Member for Keppel 
Chair 
Education, Arts and Communities Committee 
eacc@parliament.qld.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Mr Hutton 
 
Inquiry into the Domestic and Family Violence Protection and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2025 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to make a submission about the Domestic and Family 
Violence Protection and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2025 (the Bill). 
 
The Queensland Police Union (QPU) represents over 13,000 members, the majority of 
whom are on the front line providing policing and emergency responses for the 
Queensland community. Whilst the QPU is committed to obtaining the best industrial 
outcomes and entitlements for its membership, it is also committed to contributing to the 
law and order debate to obtain realistic and workable solutions for combatting crime and 
protecting our community. 
 
The QPU places on record its support for the Bill and commends the Crisafulli Government 
for acting on its commitment to provide Queensland Police with the laws they need to do 
their difficult jobs effectively. 
 
The alarming escalation of domestic and family violence (DFV) occurrences in Queensland 
is adversely impacting the ability of police to keep the community safe from both the 
scourge of DFV and other serious criminal offending. 
 
On 13 February 2025, the QPU launched a statewide public campaign to make domestic 
and family violence a crime (every time), underpinned by an e-petition on the Queensland 
Parliament website. At the close of our e-petition on 28 March almost 50,000 
Queenslanders had added their voices to our urgent call to action. This result is among the 
best achieved for an e-petition and is a significant demonstration of public support for the 
QPU campaign. 
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The QPU Blueprint for Action on DFV (the QPU Blueprint) provided the narrative for our 
statewide campaign and was a living document throughout, with refinement and iterations 
over several months based on numerous discussions and meetings with frontline police, 
sector stakeholders, victim survivors, politicians and academics. The final version of the 
QPU Blueprint is included as part of this submission for the Committee’s information. 
 
Priority 1 of the QPU Blueprint called for a standalone offence of ‘committing domestic 
violence’ supported by the introduction of Police Protection Directions (PPDs). The QPU 
welcomes the Government’s initiative in introducing a PPD scheme in Queensland that 
largely mirrors the proposals outlined in the QPU Blueprint. The QPU understands this is 
the first tranche of DFV reforms announced by the Government with further reform activity 
signposted for 2026. The QPU will continue to advocate for the introduction of a standalone 
DFV offence as a mechanism to deter DFV and hold perpetrators to account. 
 
The QPU makes the following observations about various elements of the Bill. 
 
Police Protection Directions 
 
The complexity and thresholds for issuing PPDs. 
 
The Bill and Explanatory Notes outline circumstances in which a police officer can issue a 
PPD as well as various exclusions preventing the issue of a PPD. 
 
Before issuing a PPD, under section 100B of the Bill, an officer must consider: 

 the principles for administering the DFVP Act, including the principle that the safety, 
protection and wellbeing of people who fear or experience domestic violence, 
including children, are paramount; 

 the criminal history and domestic violence history of both parties; 

 whether it would be more appropriate to take action that involves an application for a 
protection order; 

 any views or wishes expressed by the aggrieved about whether an application for a 
protection order should be made (this is to ensure the aggrieved’s wishes, particularly 
whether they would prefer to go to court, are taken into account by the police officer); 
and 

 other matters listed in new section 100E of the DFVP Act (discussed further below 
under the heading ‘Other matters for consideration before issuing a PPD’). 

 
Additionally, there are nine specific exclusions preventing the issue of a PPD under section 
100C of the Bill and a further exclusion under section 100D if a PPD may interfere with any 
arrangements involving a child under the provisions of the Family Law Act 1978 (Cth) or 
the Child Protection Act 1999. Officers must also consider a range of other matters listed in 
section 100E of the Bill, including: 

 whether the respondent may cause serious harm to the aggrieved or a named person 
if the respondent commits further domestic violence; 
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 whether additional powers of a court in making a protection order may be necessary 

or desirable (such as imposing a monitoring device condition); 

 whether either party has a conviction for a domestic violence offence; and 

 whether the respondent is not present at the same location as the police officer.   
 
Finally, first response officers will also be required to seek approval from a supervising 
officer at the rank of Sergeant or higher for a standard PPD and Senior Sergeant or higher 
for a PPD containing an ouster or no contact provision. 
 
The QPU acknowledges these safeguards and considerations are designed to: 

 address any concerns about the added power police will have to make decisions 
impacting a person’s daily life without automatic judicial oversight; 

 reduce the potential for misidentifying the person most in need of protection; and 

 limit any impacts on a person if misidentification occurs. 
 
The QPU has been advised by the Queensland Police Service (QPS) PPDs will be 
available in 60-70% of all DFV matters. However, the QPU is concerned the complexity 
and thresholds for issuing PPDs could undermine the operational policing efficiencies 
promised to frontline police. The QPU notes these concerns have already been raised in 
evidence provided to the Committee at its public hearing on the Bill at Mackay on 23 May 
2025 as detailed below: 
 
Ms Stacy Irwin, Practice Manager, Mackay Women’s Services: We recognise the 
assertion that the proposed amendments are designed in part to enhance the operational 
efficiency of police. We would challenge that, without additional recommendations being 
met, the burden on police will increase and the risk to victim-survivors will either not be 
mitigated or may be increased. Examples of policing challenges include: eligibility for the 
issue of police protection directions due to a prior protection order involving another 
person; family law proceedings restricting capacity to issue a police protection direction in 
instances where police are not aware of active proceedings…. 
 
Ms McMillan MP: Will PPDs help hold perpetrators to account? 
Ms Sharon Parker, Manager, Counselling Services, Whitsunday Counselling and 
Support Inc.: In the long term, possibly not. When you look at the exclusions anyway, it is 
whether there is any previous violence, whether there are any weapons. I have the 
exclusions written here. I had to actually put them into dot format because reading through 
them they were so confusing. That is why I talked about the efficiencies as well because I 
do not know whether it is creating the efficiencies that police need. 
Mr Dalton MP: Thank you for your superb evidence. I agree that the exclusions are 
complicated. 
 
To overcome these concerns the implementation of PPDs will require the careful 
development of streamlined operational police processes, including pre-populated and/or 
automated forms and Qlite fields where possible, as well as comprehensive police training. 
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New section 192A in the Bill provides for the review of PPD provisions two years after 
commencement. A criterion of the review is whether PPDs have improved the efficiency of 
the exercise of police powers. The complexity and continuing need for some of the 
exclusions and other thresholds for issuing PPDs should be central to that consideration. 
 
Whilst the QPU appreciates the Government’s caution by specifying the exclusions, the 
QPU believes they are complicated and urges the Committee to recommend the removal 
of the nine exclusions. In particular, the QPU does not support the exclusion under s100D 
concerning interfering with child care arrangements. 
 
Identifying the person most in need of protection 
 
One of the consistent issues raised by stakeholders with whom the QPU consulted during 
the development of the QPU Blueprint was police misidentifying the person most in need of 
protection in DFV occurrences and the potential for a stand-alone DFV offence and PPDs 
to exacerbate the impacts of misidentification on the true victim survivors. This issue was 
also raised at the public hearing on the Bill at Mackay on 23 May 2025 and will likely be 
raised by other submitters. 
 
Domestic and family violence is gender-based – it is overwhelmingly perpetrated by males 
against females. In the context of contemporary DFV discussions among Queensland 
stakeholders, ‘misidentification’ is the notion in some instances police incorrectly identify 
females as the predominant aggressor in a DFV incident rather than the person most in 
need of protection. 
 
It is therefore important to stress the PPD scheme proposed in the Bill does not 
include a single provision which might increase the potential for police to 
misidentify the person most in need of protection. 
 
In fact, the PPD scheme proposed in the Bill places more rigour around the potential issue 
of a PPD than for existing Police Protection Notices and includes two legislated options to 
review the issuance of a PPD as well a QPS commitment to review every PPD naming a 
female as the respondent (predominant aggressor) within 24 hours. 
 
The QPU acknowledges for a range of reasons, on a very small scale, police may not 
correctly identify the person most in need of protection in a DFV matter. The QPS has 
rolled-out comprehensive specialised DFV training to police officers since the final report of 
the Commission of Inquiry in Police Responses to DFV was delivered in November 2022. 
At that time the number female respondents in DFV matters recorded by the QPS was 
reportedly around 22-23% of all matters. In 2025, that figure is understood to have fallen to 
around 12%. The accepted level according to researchers, academics and experts in the 
DFV sector is around 8%. The concerted efforts of the QPS to deliver cultural change 
within its workforce and uplift police capability and expertise in investigating and 
responding to DFV has been positive and overwhelmingly Queensland Police correctly 
identify the person most in need of protection. 
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To provide further context, DFV statistics published on the Queensland Courts website 
show for 2024-25 YTD (to 30 April 2025) 17,724 Domestic Violence Orders (DVOs) have 
been made. In 10% of these matters (n=1,767) the aggrieved (person most in need of 
protection) was male and the respondent (predominant aggressor) was female. 
Approximately 84% of all DVO applications are made by Queensland Police. 
 
According to data released by the Queensland Government in 2023-24 Queensland Police 
issued 23,364 Police Protection Notices (PPNs) of which 97% were upheld in court. There 
may be various reasons the courts did not support the remaining 3% (n=700) of PPNs, 
among which misidentification of may account for a small number. 
 
In an opinion piece published by The Courier Mail on 1 May 2025, Aimee McVeigh, Chief 
Executive of the Queensland Council of Social Service, the interim peak body for the DFV 
Sector in Queensland, wrote: 

The well-established issue of police regularly misidentifying men as the person most 
in need of protection in domestic and family violence incidents means that the use of 
PPDs will further diminish the safety and wellbeing of women and children.  

 
Despite this assertion, the available data does not support Ms McVeigh’s statement about 
police regularly misidentifying men as the person most in need of protection. Likewise, 
there is no evidence to support Ms McVeigh’s claim the use of PPDs will further diminish 
the safety and wellbeing of women and children. On the contrary, PPDs promise to 
enhance the safety and wellbeing of women and children by returning time to frontline 
police to get to the hundreds of jobs, the majority of which are DFV calls for assistance, 
that go unattended for hours, days and often weeks without an adequate police response. 
 
As referenced below, public statements made by QCOSS about PPDs were canvassed by 
the Committee at the departmental public briefing on the Bill in Brisbane on 21 May 2025: 
 
Ms McMillan MP: Director-General, QCOSS has made a public statement outlining that 
PPDs will not improve the safety and wellbeing of victim-survivors. Given QCOSS’s 
comments, what evidence is there that PPDs are beneficial to affording victim-survivors 
protection from domestic and family violence? 
Ms Belinda Drew, Director-General, Department of Families, Seniors, Disability 
Services and Child Safety: …The PPD framework aims to improve the response to 
domestic and family violence by frontline police officers through reducing the operational 
impacts of the current legislative framework. It is intended, as you have heard from my 
colleagues in the QPS, that by improving the effectiveness of frontline police responses 
more focus can be placed on victim-survivors. We will certainly continue to work with 
QCOSS through the domestic violence peak and the sector to make sure those services 
for victim-survivors are available. 
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Ms McMillan MP: This question is directed to the police. Given QCOSS’s comments and 
your response to the question, is the primary purpose of the PPDs police efficiency? 
Deputy Commissioner Harsley: No. I believe the primary purpose is the protection of 
victim-survivors. I will share with the committee my personal experience of attending a 
domestic and family violence matter a few months ago, being out on the road. It was a 
circumstance that lends itself to issuing a PPD. Unfortunately, that was not available to us. 
We went to the house and investigated it, but by the time we went back to the police 
station, completed paperwork and returned to the address the respondent had taken off to 
avoid police. It took some four days before we could serve that person with appropriate 
paperwork, so the protection of the victim-survivor in that period was really open. I firmly 
believe the PPD is a way of providing protection then and there, because if police leave 
that address and then get called back two hours later then we could at least take some 
more affirmative action than we did when we first attended or in the current circumstance. I 
think it will firm up more protection for victim-survivors. Police efficiency is a by-product. I 
am not overly concerned with police efficiency as much as protecting our community. The 
best way we can do that is by providing that protection at the initial outsource. 
 

 
Electronic Monitoring Pilot 
 
Information relating to monitoring device condition. 
 
Sections 66F and 66G of the Bill limit the use of information derived from the imposition of 
a monitoring device on a person. This means police investigating a crime, other than in 
relation to a relevant proceeding for a domestic violence offence, are unable to use 
evidence potentially available from a monitoring device imposed on a high risk DFV 
respondent. The QPU asserts information available from a monitoring device should be 
available to police in the same way CCTV footage is routinely provided to assist with 
criminal investigations.  
 
The reality is, allowing police to use such evidence to prove other offences against these 
perpetrators, is in the best interest of victim survivors and their children, as well as the 
community as a whole. Victim survivors simply want the abuse to stop. Protecting victim 
survivors and their families is paramount, and this can equally be achieved by police 
locking up perpetrators for other serious offences as well. 
 
Fitting and administering monitoring devices. 
 
Section 66E allows the court to impose a monitoring device condition on a respondent to 
facilitate the operation of the device. The Bill includes the following example: 

a condition that requires the respondent to attend at a stated place to be fitted with 
the monitoring device. 
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Such a condition is vital in ensuring a prescribed entity has the necessary power to detain 
a respondent and fit a monitoring device. An explicit provision in the Bill allowing detention 
for the purposes of fitting, rather than relying on the court to make such a condition, may be 
beneficial. 
 
The Bill and Explanatory Notes are silent on which ‘prescribed entity’ (defined in section 
66A) will be responsible for the various functions listed in section 66E(2) of the Bill. As 
specified in the ministerial charter letter for the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, 
the Queensland Government has committed to return police to their core functions as 
outlined in section 2.3 of the Police Service Administration Act 1990. In keeping with this 
Government commitment and the activity currently occurring as part of the Police 
Commissioner’s 100 Day Review of the QPS; the QPU recommends the QPS be explicitly 
excluded from section 66E(2) of the Bill. 
 
Currently Queensland Corrective Services (QCS) fit monitoring devices to individuals 
subject to orders under the Bail Act 1980. It is submitted QCS is best placed to continue 
this work using its Parole and Probation Offices throughout Queensland. 
 
Statement of Compatibility with Human Rights 
 
PPD impact on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and exclusion of police officers 
 
The Statement of Compatibility (SoC) states that allowing police officers to issue PPDs will 
engage and may limit a number of human rights under the Human Rights Act 2019, 
including: 
 
 the right to recognition and equality before the law (section 15). 

 
As the SoC explains – ‘The rights to equal protection of the law without discrimination and 
to equal and effective protection against discrimination (section 15(3) and (4)) embody the 
notion that all laws and policies should be applied equally and must not result in 
discriminatory treatment or effects. The definition of discrimination under the Human Rights 
Act includes discrimination as defined under the Anti-Discrimination Act 1991.’ 
 
The SoC suggests the amendments – ‘may have a greater impact on Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people, who are disproportionately represented in the criminal justice system 
and are at increased risk of misidentification as the person most in need of protection. 
Overrepresentation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in a new PPD 
framework may also lead to a greater number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people being sentenced to a period of incarceration for breaching a PPD’. 
 
However, as pointed out earlier in this submission, the amendments do not include a single 
provision which might increase the potential for police to misidentify the person most in 
need of protection. Nor do they open an avenue for a greater number of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people to be incarcerated for breaching a PPD. This suggestion is 
unsupported and lacks logic. In fact, the default five year duration of DVOs made following 
a PPN compared to the 12 month duration of PPDs reduces the opportunity for any person 
to commit a DFV breach. 
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The more conspicuous deficiency of the SoC is the failure to address limitations on the 
human rights of police officers through their exclusion from the PPD scheme. Under 
section 100C of the Bill a PPD must not be issued against a respondent who is a police 
officer. The specific exclusion of police officers, either as an aggrieved or respondent, is a 
significant limitation of the right to recognition and equality before the law. The only 
explanation offered for the exclusion of police officers, in either the Explanatory Notes or 
the written departmental brief provide to the Committee is: 

This is to ensure DFV matters involving police are heard by a court and not handled 
internally. 

 
This meagre explanation leaves observers to draw their own conclusions for the need to 
exclude police from the PPD scheme. However, the unexplained reason for the exclusion 
of police from the PPD scheme is likely to be the apparent continuing lack of faith in police 
stemming from the 2022 Report ‘A Call for Change’ from the Commission of Inquiry into 
Queensland Police Service Responses to domestic and family violence (the Commission of 
Inquiry). 
 
In relation to police perpetrators of DFV, the Commission of Inquiry found: 

 When police officers perpetrate domestic and family violence, they are particularly 
dangerous as they have access to information and weapons which other perpetrators 
may not; and 

 When police officers are accused of domestic and family violence, it is possible those 
officers may respond to domestic and family violence calls for service differently and 
at times with scepticism. 

 
The Commission of Inquiry subsequently made the following relevant recommendations: 
 
Recommendation 30 
Within 12 months, the Queensland Police Service develop and implement a requirement 
that members who are respondents to a Domestic Violence Order complete a mandatory 
domestic and family violence informed assessment and, if considered desirable by the 
assessor, counselling, prior to their return to normal duties. 
Recommendation 31 
Within 12 months, the Queensland Government amend section 6.1 of the Police Service 
Administration Act 1990 to require the Police Commissioner to suspend, on full pay, a 
member who is charged with breaching a Protection Order at least until the matter is 
resolved, unless the member is able to prove, on the balance of probabilities, that 
exceptional circumstances exist such that the suspension should not occur. 
 
In its report the Commission of Inquiry noted ‘Recommendations 30 and 31 may limit the 
human rights of an officer who is a respondent to a Protection Order, or who breaches a 
Protection Order. The requirement to participate in counselling and potential suspension 
pending resolution of a breach of an order may limit their recognition and equality before 
the law (s 15 HRA)’. 
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The QPS has responded to both recommendations and instituted policies and procedures 
to deal with police officers involved in DFV matters. Given the strong internal oversight and 
scrutiny applied by QPS to officers involved in DFV matter there is no plausible reason to 
exclude police from the PPD scheme. The exclusion of police from the PPD scheme 
should be removed and if not the SoC should be amended to reflect the human rights 
limitation on police officers. At the very least, the fact an aggrieved is a police officer should 
not exclude that individual from the protection offered by a PPD. 
 
I trust the information contained in this submission assists the Committee with its Inquiry 
into the Bill. I am available on (Telephone) 3259 1900 or via email (president@qpu.asn.au) 
should you have any questions about the QPU submission. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Shane Prior 
General President 
QUEENSLAND POLICE UNION 
 
Enc. 

QPU DFV COMMITTEE SUBMISSION
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FOLLOWING A RECORD 
NUMBER OF WOMEN 

ATTENDING THE QPUE 
CONFERENCE IN MAY 
2025 AND WITH TWO 

WOMEN NOW HOLDING 
EXECUTIVE POSITIONS 
ON THE BOARD OF THE 

QPUE, THE QUEENSLAND 
POLICE UNION OF 

EMPLOYEES BELIEVES 
THERE IS NO BETTER 

TIME TO SPOTLIGHT THE 
GROWING DIVERSITY 

WITHIN OUR UNION 
MEMBERSHIP.

Female delegates at the QPUE 2025 Conference.
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HER DUTY – HER UNION

DETECTIVE SERGEANT 
JACQUELINE (JACKI) 

GOODWIN CURRENTLY 
SERVES AS THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE 
THURSDAY ISLAND 

BRANCH OF THE 
QUEENSLAND POLICE 

UNION OF EMPLOYEES 
(QPUE).

W
IN

TER
 2025

Detective Sgt  
Jacki Goodwin
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TER
 2025

PAYROLL AND 
WORKCOVER 
DEBACLE

MEMBERS URGED TO 
SCRUTINISE PAY AND 

WORKCOVER
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A FAMILIAR PATTERN: 
OVERPAYMENTS CHASED, 
UNDERPAYMENTS IGNORED
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WORKCOVER WARNING: CHECK 
YOUR ENTITLEMENTS
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LEADERSHIP COMMENTARY: PAY 
NOT A PRIORITY?
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If it happens, protect yourself and your family 
by immediately contacting the QPU office 

Ph 3259 1900 (24 hours) 
or your regional representative. 

They will steer you in the right direction.



SUPPORTING EDUCATION IN THE REGIONS: 

Winchester Foundation Scholarships

The Winchester Foundation, established in 2011 by the late Mrs Beryl Neison 
OAM, is dedicated to supporting children from rural and regional areas who 
attend school away from home, whether at the primary, secondary, or tertiary 
level.

The Foundation’s mission is simple but powerful: to ensure that kids from 
regional and remote communities have access to the same educational 
opportunities as those in larger cities.

In a generous and meaningful gesture, the Winchester Foundation has reached 
out to the Queensland Police Union to offer scholarships to children 

 living and working in regional and remote areas. These 
scholarships are designed to help cover the costs of study for students living 
away from home, such as boarding school or university expenses.

If your child is currently living away from home for their education and you 
meet the eligibility criteria, you are encouraged to apply.  The application 
process is straightforward and can be completed online.

Apply now at: 
www.winchesterfoundation.org

Applications close: 
30 September 2025 (for the 2026 school year)
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MORETON DISTRICT 
POLICE OFFICERS 
WERE PRESENTED 

WITH QUEENSLAND 
POLICE SERVICE 

MEDALS AND AWARDS 
DURING A CEREMONY 
ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 
4 2025 AT REDCLIFFE 

LEAGUES CLUB.

W
IN

TER
 2025

AWARDS AND HONOURS 
MORETON DISTRICT#��*���
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Petrie Team 3 turned out to support their colleague S/C Stuart McWilliam who received his  
National Medal.
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MANY OF YOU ARE BEING 
RECOGNISED FOR YEARS 

OF SERVICE, PROOF THAT 
YOU ARE NOT JUST A 

NUMBER BUT A TESTAMENT 
TO YOUR INTEGRITY AND 

RESILIENCE

Senior Sergeant Donald Schouten is congratulated by QPU Regional Rep Jake Lacy on being 
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QPU Regional Rep Jake Lacy congratulates Acting Inspector John Fowles 
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S/C Tim Leyburn with PD 
Gator wearing his Canine 
Service Medallion
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WWW.ATHERTONHINTERLANDMOTEL.COM.AU

At the Atherton Hinterland Motel we appreciate the 
challenging work and dedication it takes to be a front-line
worker.
So, we offer first responders and front-line workers discounts

of 20% on all rooms, available when ID is shown at 

reception.

Or contact us on (07) 4091 3311.
Or email us at

stay@athertonhinterlandmotel.com.au
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ON A VERY COLD 
WINTER’S EVENING 130 

NEW CONSTABLES WERE 
SWORN IN DURING A 

CEREMONY AT THE OXLEY 
ACADEMY ON THURSDAY 

JUNE 12, 2025.

W
IN

TER
 2025

QPU General President Shane 
Prior presents Constable 

Award for intake 8 2024.

GRADUATION DAY JUNEGRADUATION DAY JUNE
#��*���
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Constable Leighton Johannesen.

Former Chaplain, Constable Leighton Johannesen will spend his First 
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Acting Commissioner Shane Chelepy presents the QPS Blue Heart medal to the nieces Leah and Lorelle of Constable Patrick James Moynihan.
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Constable Charlotte Linnell was presented with the 
Domestic and Family Violence Training Award.

Constable Martin Monoghan was presented 
with the Sondra Lena Memorial Award for 

Physical Skills sponsored by the QLD Retired 
Police Association.
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Constable Nathan Poy was presented with the Leadership 
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Constable Robert Schanknecht was presented with 
the Operational Skills Award.
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Constable Rebeckah Sweet was presented with the Community 
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 Constable Curtis Dansey Smaller was presented with the Dan Stiller Memorial Award by 
Joshua Cooney on behalf of sponsor RACQ)
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Constable Michelle Morris was presented with the Achievement Award 
sponsored by QBank.
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Commissioner’s Award by Acting Commissioner  
Shane Chelepy.
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TRY TIME FOR LEGACY
ON FRIDAY JUNE 6, 

2025 QPU PREFERRED 
LAWYERS AND NRL 

DOLPHIN SPONSORS 
GNECH AND ASSOCIATES 

PLEDGED $1,000 PER 
TRY WOULD BE DONATED 
TO QUEENSLAND POLICE 

LEGACY.
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10 TRIES, 10 THOUSAND DOLLARS
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Gnech Practice Manager Anna Waite,  
Gnech Lawyers Director Calvin Gnech present 

Board member Jason Goodwin.

Gnech Lawyers Calvin Gnech at the pre game 
coin toss with the team captains and referee
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If it happens, protect yourself and your family 
by immediately contacting: 

The QPU office Ph 3259 1900 (24 hours) 
or your regional representative. 

They will steer you in the right direction.
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GRADUATION DAY 
MARCH - PACE

FIFTY THREE OFFICERS 
WITH PREVIOUS 

POLICING EXPERIENCE 
WERE SWORN IN DURING 

A CEREMONY AT THE 
OXLEY ACADEMY ON THE 

EVENING OF APRIL 3, 
2025.
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Brodie Stiller lays a wreath honouring his father Sgt Dan Stiller.
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THE PACE GRADUATES WERE SPLIT ACROSS THE STATE 
FOR THEIR FIRST POSTINGS

SOUTH EASTERN REGION (13), METRO SOUTH (11), 
METRO NORTH (8), FAR NORTH (7), SOUTHERN REGION (6), 

NORTH COAST (5), CENTRAL REGION (2) AND NORTHERN REGION (1) 

Acting Commissioner Shane Chelepy presents Brodie Stiller and his 
mum Julie with the QPS Blue Heart Medal.
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Tax Time

If you’re a 
it pays 

to learn what you 
can claim

ato.gov.au/police

To claim a deduction for work-related expenses:

• you must have spent the money yourself and weren’t reimbursed

• it must directly relate to earning your income

• you must have a record to prove it.*

You can only claim the work-related portion of an expense. You can’t claim a deduction

for any part of an expense that does not directly relate to earning your income.

* You can use the myDeductions tool in the ATO app to keep track of your expenses and receipts throughout the year.

Car expenses

You can’t claim the cost of normal trips between

home and work, even if you live a long way from

your usual workplace or have to work outside

normal business hours – for example, night or

public holiday shifts.

You can claim the cost of using a car you own

when you drive:

• directly between separate jobs on the same

day – for example, from your first job as a police

officer to your second job as a security guard

• to and from an alternate workplace for the

same employer on the same day – for

example, travelling from the police station to a

crime scene

• from home directly to an alternate workplace

– for example, travelling from home to work at

a station other than your normal station for

the day.

In limited circumstances, you can claim the cost

of trips between home and work, where you

carry bulky tools or equipment for work. You can

claim a deduction for the cost of these trips

if all of the following apply:

• the tools or equipment are essential to

perform your employment duties and you

don’t carry them merely as a matter of choice

• the tools or equipment are bulky – meaning

that because of the size and weight they are

awkward to transport and can only be

transported conveniently by the use of a

motor vehicle

• there is no secure storage for the items at

the workplace.

If you claim car expenses, you can use the logbook

method or the cents per kilometre method to

calculate your deduction.

If you use the logbook method, you need to keep

a valid logbook to work out the percentage of

work-related use along with written evidence

of your car expenses.

If you use the cents per kilometre method, you

need to be able to show how you calculated your

work-related kilometres and that those kilometres

were work related.

If you claim your work-related car expenses using

one of the above methods, you can’t claim any

further deductions in the same tax return for the

1
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same car. For example, petrol, servicing, and

insurance costs.

Clothing and laundry expenses 
(including footwear)

You can claim buying, hiring, repairing or

cleaning clothing if it is considered:

• a compulsory uniform – clothing you are

explicitly required to wear by a workplace

agreement or policy, which is strictly and

consistently enforced, and is sufficiently

distinctive to your organisation

• protective – items that have protective

features and functions which you wear to

protect you from specific risks of injury or

illness at work.

You can’t claim the cost to buy, hire, repair or

clean conventional clothing you wear for work,

even if your employer requires you to wear it

and you only wear these items of clothing at

work. ‘Conventional clothing’ is everyday

clothing worn by people – for example, business

attire or gym wear.

If you’re working as an undercover police officer,

you may be able to claim a deduction for the cost

of conventional clothing you wore during a specific

operation. The clothing must be directly related to

your income-earning activities as a police officer.

For example, clothing worn to pose as a member

of a gang.

You can’t claim a deduction if your employer

pays for or reimburses you for these expenses.

Phone, data and internet expenses

You can claim phone, data and internet costs

apportioned for private and work use, with

records showing your work-related use.

You can’t claim phone, data and internet use

where you only use your phone to communicate

with your manager about your shifts or use

the internet to check payslips, rosters or

income statements.

Self-education and study expenses

You can claim self-education and study

expenses if your course relates directly to your

employment as a police officer and it:

• maintains or improves the skills and

knowledge you need for your current duties

• results in or is likely to result in an increase in

income from your current employment.

You can’t claim a deduction if your study is only

related in a general way or is designed to help

you get a new job. For example, you can’t claim

for your Bachelor of Nursing if you’re working

as a police officer.

Other expenses

You can claim the work-related portion of other

expenses that relate to your employment,

including:

• union and professional association fees

• technical or professional publications

• personal protective equipment you buy, such

as gloves, face masks, sanitiser or anti-

bacterial spray, if your job required close

proximity with customers.

You can’t claim private expenses such as:

• haircuts, grooming, weight loss programs or

supplies even though there may be specific

regulations

• attending social functions

• fitness expenses (except if your role requires

a level of fitness well above ordinary police

standards, such as special operations)

• flu shots and other vaccinations, even if you’re

required to have them for work.

This is a general summary only. 

For more information, go to ato.gov.au/police

or speak to a registered tax professional.

If you’re a it pays to learn what you can claim (continued)

2
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JUST DAYS BEFORE 
EASTER 2025 FORTY 
TWO NEW OFFICERS 

FROM INTAKE 7/2024 
GRADUATED FROM THE 

OXLEY ACADEMY.
W
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celebrates his graduation with family.

QPU President Shane Prior congratulates 
Constable Ben Poetschka on receiving the QPU 



1 6 0

W
IN

TER
 2025

Acting Commissioner Shane Chelepy presents 
the Commissioner’s Award to Constable 

Victoria Merrick.
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Leadership Award Constable Ryan Broomhall.
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Constable Dean Benson was awarded the Operational Skills Award for 
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sponsored Achievement Award.

The Sondra Lena Memorial Physical Skills Award 
sponsored by the Queensland Retired Police Association 

was presented to Constable John Mowrey.
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The Domestic and Family Violence Training Award was 

was presented to Constable Regan Henderson
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HONOURS AND 
AWARDS GOLD COAST

IN ONE OF THE LARGEST 
CEREMONIES OF IT’S 
KIND THIS YEAR 100 
OFFICERS FROM THE 

GOLD COAST DISTRICT 
WERE PRESENTED 

WITH QPS HONOURS 
AND AWARDS AT A 

CEREMONY HELD AT 
THE SHARKS AFL CLUB 

AT SOUTHPORT ON 
THURSDAY JUNE 12, 

2025.
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QPU South East Regional Rep Andy Williams congratulates S/C Benjamin Miles  
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QPU South East Region Rep Andy Williams congratulates S/C Helen Redhead for her mentoring 
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Paramedics Salena Catchpole and Emma Sapienza receive acknowledgement as part of a  
QPS Group Bravery Citation.
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Recipients of the 25yr clasp to the National Medal.
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Acting S/Sgt Scott Muldoon and S/C Norbet Foessel celebrate 
receiving the 25yr clasp to the National Medal.
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S/Sgt James Winter and S/Sgt Matthew Ward are congratulated by  
QPU South East Regional Rep Andy Williams on presentation of their 30yr clasp to the  

QLD Police Service Medal
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S/Sgt Dan Underwood and S/Sgt Graham Ruhle are congratulated by  
QPU South East Region Rep Andy Williams on presentation of their 40yr clasp to the 

QLD Police Service Medal.
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We are proud to be
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in Banking

Find out more

QPCU Limited T/A QBANK. ABN 79 087 651 036. AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 241413.
Eligibility, terms and conditions, fees and charges apply.

Speak with our team based in Brisbane

13 77 28 | QBANK.COM.AU
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IT WAS A DEATHLY COLD, 
DARK AND WINDY 2AM 
ON THE SIDE OF A LAS 

VEGAS HIGHWAY WHEN 
IT REALLY HIT ME, WHAT 

IN THE WORLD HAD I 
SIGNED MYSELF UP FOR.W

IN
TER

 2025

The 2025 Baker to Vegas Reemembrance Run

BLOOD, SWEAT, PRIDE 
AND HONOUR �����������
��-�����
�����:���

S/Sgt Brendan Wiblen
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QLD night runners.
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The QLD team running through the desert.
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FAIRWAY SWEETPLAY
THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF A DARK DATE IN 

QUEENSLAND POLICE 
HISTORY IS ALSO ONE OF 

THE MOST GENEROUS.
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The overall winners were Senior Constables Andrew Graham & Richard Johnson from Gold Coast RAP (net 60), Runners up being Detective Senior 
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Constable Stu McClean and guest Sharon Douglas (net 62). 
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FAR-Q-CUP 2025
BRISBANE BULLDOGS 
ARE THE QPS RUGBY 

LEAGUE STATE 
CHAMPIONS FOR 2025 
AFTER A 24 TO 20 WIN 
OVER THE SOUTHERN 

BOARS IN THE  
FAR-Q-CUP.
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The Brisbane Bulldogs celebrating their 2025 QPSRL Championship Title. Brisbane Bulldogs Captain Hayden Lea.
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City Cyclones made it a three game clean sweep to become QPSRL Champions for 2025, post game the two teams enjoyed the celebrations together.
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Teresa Anderson has no plans for a sporting retirement.
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The Muddies claimed the Plate Final.
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‘Chuck Wagon’ is a critical tool for Blue Hope.
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Justin Smith was awarded Men’s Player of the Final.
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Justin Smith was awarded Men’s Player of the Carnival.
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Holly Littlejohn was awarded Women’s Defensive Player of the 
Carnival.
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WE ARE ALL HUMAN AND 
WE ALL MAKE MISTAKES. 
I HAVE AND STILL MAKE 

PLENTY, SO I GOT TO 
THINKING: HOW DO WE 
‘GET THROUGH’ WHEN 

WE MAKE MISTAKES. 
I RECKON TOO THAT 

MISTAKES GO ‘HAND IN 
HAND’ WITH INTEGRITY, 
SELF-FORGIVENESS AND 

HONESTY.
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MISTAKES,  
I'VE MADE A FEW ...
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"You are not defined 
by your mistakes, but 
you can own them
and learn from them"
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Courtesy Courier Mail.
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IT IS WITH  
DEEP REGRET AND 

PROFOUND SADNESS 
THAT WE ADVISE OF THE 

PASSING OF STEPHEN 
‘STEVE’ ZILLMAN ON 

SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2025 
AGED 72. 
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VALE STEPHEN 
ZILLMAN, 
BARRISTER AT LAW
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QUEENSLAND RETIRED 
POLICE ASSOCIATION

MESSAGE FROM GREG EARLY, STATE PRESIDENT 

Quarterly Newsletter:  This newsletter is edited by 

myself and its formatting, printing and postage are paid 

for by sponsorship from QBank. Many police widows 

receive this newsletter free of charge. If a police widow 

out there would like to receive the newsletter, all I need 

is their details and I will make sure they receive a copy. 

Also, several members who are not on email receive the 

newsletter by post. If a member not on email would like 

to receive the newsletter by post, they should contact me 

by the most convenient means.   

Funeral Planning Request Form:  This form is available 

for voluntary completion by our members for recording at 

a member’s Branch or by the State Secretary. If a form has 

been completed before a member’s passing, there is less 

stress on the next of kin. The seventeen Branches have 

done and continue to urge members to complete one of 

these forms.

Veteran Associate Member Certificate:  Recently 

Veteran Member and former Assistant Commissioner 

David Jefferies presented Betty Barratt with her Veteran 

Associate Member Certificate which she promptly 

displayed on the wall of her new accommodation.  In the 

below photo, beside the Certificate, is a photo of her late 

husband, Othello Dempsey Barratt, former Life Member 

and Inspector.

 

65 YEAR REUNION:  It is fairly common to have a 50 

Year Reunion from when members were sworn in as 

Constables but I have never heard of a 65 Year Reunion 

before until 21 March 2025 when four former Police 

Cadets and one Probationary, who were sworn in on 21 

March 1960, had a reunion at Hornets Club in Carseldine, 

Brisbane.  They were:  Former Senior Sergeant Bob 

Sebbens, former Senior Sergeant Vern Walker, former 

Sergeant Ken Hoggett, former Sergeant Len Trendall 

and myself, Greg Early, former Assistant Commissioner. 

Former Assistant Commissioner John McDonnell was 

unable to be present due to some urgent surgery.

New members:  Former Senior Constable Mark Shaun 

Keogh, Gold Coast, former Sergeant Gordon Frederick 

Reynolds, Darling Downs, Former Detective Senior 

Constable John Gerard Graham, Ipswich, former 

Sergeant Nigel John Lewis, Ipswich, former Sergeant 

David John Chalmers, Redlands, former Detective Senior 

Constable Beverley Susan Chalmers, Redlands, former 

Inspector Wendy Forrest, State and former Acting Deputy 

Commissioner Donald Anthony Wright, Darling Downs.     

QRPA CERTIFICATES
Veteran Member (75 years & 10 years continuous 

financial membership.) 

Mervyn Victor Johnston, Townsville, John Thomas 

Maher, Southern Downs and Granite Belt, William Francis 

Gittoes, Sunshine Coast, Edward John Grace, Darling 

Downs, Neville Robert Huth, Gold Coast. David Andrew 

Lynch, Darling Downs. Peter Andrew Cahill, Townsville, 

Carmel Marie Harris, State and Adrian Robert Mergard, 

Bundaberg.  

Veteran Associate Member (75 years & 10 years 

continuous financial membership) 

Betty Barrett, Gold Coast, June Weston, Townsville, 

Heather Lewis, Far North Queensland, Maren Phyllis 

Sologinkin, Mackay-Whitsunday and Melyndda Walliss, 

Redlands.  
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Senior Member (65 years & 10 years continuous financial 

membership) –. 

Steven Ross Gillis, Mackay-Whitsunday, Donald Gordon 

Green, Redlands, Jonathon Brian Purcell, Mackay-

Whitsunday, Ian James Sieber, Logan-Beenleigh, 

Alexander Wayne Smith, Southern Downs and Granite 

Belt, Leon Ivan McKenzie, Gladstone and Trevor Bruce 

Wickham, Far North Queensland.    

90 and Over:  Dulcie Green, Townsville, 93 on 11 April 

2025, Patrick Desmond Kelly, Near North Coast, 93 on 27 

April 2025, Norah Gwenillian Spreadborough, Mackay-

Whitsunday, 93 on 3 April 2025, Allan John Hilker, 93 on 

5 May 2025, Betty Hood, State, 94 on 20 June 2025, John 

Conway Howard, 95 on 17 June 2025 and Earl Howard 

Sanders, Near North Coast, 90 on 4 June 2025.  

100 and Over:  Vince Beutel, Ipswich, 101 on 5 April 2025 

(unfortunately Vince passed away on 17 April 2025 – rest 

in peace Vince) and Arthur James Jamieson, Gympie, 101 

on 17 May 2025.   

OBITUARIES – MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Members.  Member and former Senior Sergeant Brian 

Douglas Johannessen passed on 14-03-2025 aged 81 

years, Veteran Associate Member Constance Caroline 

Schultz, widow of QRPA Life Member Gordon Robert 

Schultz, who passed in January 2022, Life Member and 

former Sergeant 2nd Class Vince Beutel  17 April 2025,  

Veteran Member and former Inspector Charles Grant 

(Jock) Lumsden, 24 April 2025 aged 94 years, Veteran 

Member and former Sergeant 2nd Class Allan Lindsay 

Dean, 24 April 2025 aged 79 years, Veteran Associate 

Member Constance Caroline Schultz, March 2025 aged 95 

years (widow of Life Member Gordon Robert Schultz who 

passed in January 2022) and Member, former Sergeant 

Christopher Terrence Hickey, 7 May 2025 aged 72 years, 

Veteran Member and former Constable First Class 

(Tasmania) Adrianus Hans Vervaart, 29 May 2025 aged 85 

years and Veteran Member and former Detective Senior 

Sergeant Rowland Graham Leadbetter, 23 May 2025 aged 

82 years.     

Non Members: Former Chief Superintendent Francis 

Cecil Wagner passed on 13-03-2025 aged 84 years, former 

Senior Sergeant Janet Loch Makepeace passed on 01-

03-2025, former QPS Officer Douglas John Tronc passed 

on 31-03-2025 aged 83 years, former QPS Officer Keith 

Hambleton passed on 21-03-2025, former QPS member 

Barry Easy, passed 22 April 2025 aged 88 years, former 

QPS member Anthony Martin (Tony) Coates, passed 7 May 

2025 aged 72 years, former QPS member Vivian Walter 

Partridge, passed 6 May 2025 aged 72 years and former 

QPS Sergeant Francis Falappi, passed 9 May 2025.

Family:  Judith Lorna Jones, 20 May 2024, widow of 

deceased QRPA member Elwyn George Jones.  

AROUND THE BRANCHES: 
BUNDABERG:  Meeting held on 28 March 2025.  Vice 

President Mick Harvey chaired the meeting.  Welfare: Nil 

to report except Geoff Hosking having an argument with 

his lawn mower and injuring his arm.  Bowls Day:  From 

minutes:  Some prizes are coming in and sponsorship is 

still being pursued.  Following previous discussion to give 

the late Grannie Pearce recognition for all the years he 

put into organising the Bowls Day, it was resolved that the 

Bundaberg Branch expend $250 to purchase a perpetual 

shield trophy to be called the Granville (Grannie) Pearce 

Memorial Charity Bowls Shield. The shield is to be 

presented to the winning team on the day and will be 

retained by the Branch and the name of the winning team 

placed on a small nameplate on the shield. Members 

present expressed appreciation for the Spotted Dog Bistro 

hosting the monthly meetings for the past three months 

while the RSL Club was being renovated’. Meeting held 

on 2 May 2025.  Welfare: John Lewis advised that as per 

his notes in the Newsletter Rod Strong slipped on a wet 

concrete surface at home and injured his coccyx. He was 

enduring physio treatment and will await a prognosis in 

the near future to determine if surgery is necessary. Sixty 

raffle prizes were sorted out on 27 April in preparation 

for the Bowls Day on 5 May 2025.  Nita Pearce donated 

several items for the raffle that Grannie had left and also 

one of his QRPA shirts. Meeting held on 30 May 2025.  The 

inaugural Granville (Grannie) Pearce Memorial Charity 

Bowls Day was held at Bargara Bowls Day on 5 May 

2025.  As a result of a very successful day, the Branch 

has donated $6,000.00 to the Queensland Police Legacy 

Scheme.  Sponsors who have supported the day for the 

past three years will be presented with a Certificate of 

Appreciation.  Two of the certificates will be presented 

to the White China Restaurant and the management of 

the Spotted Dog Restaurant in the Railway Hotel.  Next 

meeting:  27 June 2025. 

(Secretary – Rowan Bond – 0408 286 483)

The winning team of the inaugural Grannie Pearce Memorial Charity 
 

President John Lewis, Linda Rose and Craig Teys.

Neta Pearce and President John Lewis holding the inaugural  
Grannie Pearce shield.
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GYMPIE:  Meeting held on 2 April 2025.   Welfare:  Welfare 

Officer Norm Breen spoke of Brian Johannessen’s 

funeral.  General Business  All agreed that the pending 

QRPA Challenge Coin would be very useful for prizes at 

luncheons and also for presentations for guest speakers 

at luncheons and QRPA meetings. It was resolved that the 

Branch provide and pay for named membership badges 

to all new joining members and associates along with 

those transferring from other branches to Gympie Branch; 

also to those members who do not have one.  Meeting 

held on 4 June 2025.  The Branch resolved to purchase 

fifteen of the Challenge Coins when they become 

available. Welfare Officers : Norm Breen and Annabel 

Andrews:  It was mentioned that Glen Teske was having 

25 days of treatment at the Toowoomba Hospital and 

Marge Durre is very unwell at the moment.   After much 

discussion it was decided to hold the annual luncheon at 

the Southside Bowls Club  on 27 August 2025.  Secretary 

Wayne McDonald presented Rod Frain with his Senior 

Member Certificate.   

(Secretary – Wayne McDonald, 0406 728 070).

Wayne McDonald.

LOGAN-BEENLEIGH:  Meeting held on 26 March 2025.  

President Col Thorne wecomed Claire Blake, QIMR 

Berghofer Medical Research Institute and Tricia Henigan, 

a potential member.  Wayne Barnes was presented with 

his Veteran Member Certificate by Branch President Colin 

Thorne at the Branch Management meeting on 19 March. 

Guest speaker:  Claire Blake QIMR Berghofer Medical 

Research Institute. In 1945 The Queensland Parliament 

decreed a bill to establish the Queensland Institute of 

Medical Research (QIMR) as part of the Queensland State 

Health Department Laboratory of Microbiology and 

Pathology. First Research was Q Fever and Typhus - at the 

time major health problems for Queensland. The Institute 

was first established in disused US Army huts in Victoria 

Park. The Institute now occupies an area in the RBH with 

research into Cancer, Mental Health, Immunotherapy 

and many other Illnesses. The Institute is recognised 

as a leader in medical treatments and research across 

a wide range of existing illnesses and health problems. 

At present the Institute engages about 1,000 staff and 

students who work in the facility every day. The Institute 

is now called the QIMR Berghoffer Institute primarily due 

to the philanthropic contribution of Clive Berghoffer. 

Claire provided a very informative and revealing 

presentation into the development and workings of the 

Berghoffer Institute. Welfare: Rod Bloss is now doing well 

and Elaine still has to have another operation. Tom Van 

Zyl is still undergoing tests and is due for a procedure 

in the near future.  Meeting held on 23rd April 2025.  

Rolly McCartney has transferred to the Sunshine Coast 

Branch.  Guest Speaker:  Lisa Jones – Curator, Qld Police 

Museum: Lisa provided a very interesting presentation 

concerning the investigation of the murders of Acting 

Sergeant Marquis Cummings and Mrs Eileen Walsh on a 

nature reserve near the Bogga Road goal on 23.12.1926. 

The murders remain unsolved. Cummings was suposed 

to be on duty at the time of the murder. However, due 

to the circumstances of the murder, his name does not 

appear on the police killed on duty list. Welfare: Lola 

Wagner was undergoing a leg operation and Andy Watts  

recently underwent procedures to remove cancer from 

his stomach. Meeting held on 28 May 2025. President Col 

Thorne welcomed Bob Burns and Wayne Coyne  from 

Friends of the Queensland Police Museum as well as 

Patricia Henigan. Bob Burns, who is the President of the 

FQPM was introduced by Colin Thorne (although he didn’t 

need introducing as Bob is a member of the Branch).  Bob 

provided the members with an explanation of the aims of 

Friends of the Queensland Police Museum and how they 

assist the Police Museum. He provided an example that 

the Museum didn’t have a 1988 World Expo sword in its 

collection and asked the FQPM to locate one. One was 

located. However, the vendor would only sell as a package 

of four swords. As luck had it, the unwanted swords were 

on sold with one, an early rare bayonet, bringing in as 

much as the original purchase. Bob provided details on a 

few projects that have been undertaken such as finding 

the sign which marked the old Roma Street Police Station 

and the presentation of the 150th anniversary sword to 

the Queensland Governor. He detailed a number of police 

graves which had been located and refurbished with 

the assistance of local businesses, local police and local 

QRPA members. The FQPM have a website with a range of 

information concerning the projects they are undertaking, 

plus items for purchase and membership details. In 

Memoriam Page: An In Memoriam page has been created 

on the Branch page on the QRPA website. This has been 

approved by the State Management Committee.  St 

Michael Medals:   One of the Branch’s members, Noreen, 

had raised that the officers who are currently been 

sworn in receive a St Michael medallion from the QPU. 

Inquiries were made with the QPU and as a result of those 

inquiries the QPU gifted a number of the medallions to 

the Branch.  In keeping with the QPU process, a St Michael 

medallion will be provided to each former sworn police 

officer member of the Branch. The members present 

were each given their medallion. A donation was made to 

the Go Fund Me page for former QRPA member Bethany 

Chambers. An open invitation has been extended to 

Logan Police District Officer, Chief Superitendent Mel 

Adams, to attend any of the Branch’s general meetings  as 

a guest. It was also resolved to provide an invitation to 
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all QPS members serving within the Logan District, who 

are retiring in the next 12 months, to attend the Branch’s 

general meetings. Beenleigh PCYC Driver Trainers Branch 

member Greg Davidson provided information concerning 

the PCYC program to assist young learner drivers in 

obtaining their P licence. President Colin Thorne provided 

an update on a number of  members who are unwell and 

recovering. Next Meeting: 25th June 2025.   

(Secretary Kevin Francis 0401 668 760)

SUNSHINE COAST:  Meeting held on 25 March 2025.  

The Branch committed to an initial purchase of twenty 

five Challenge Coins.  President and Welfare Officer 

Dick Turpin presented his welfare report.  He updated 

those present on the medical situation of a number 

of members who continue to suffer ill health.  It was 

resolved that those members who cannot receive the 

Branch newsletter COP THIS by electronic means would 

have a newsletter posted to them.  It was also resolved 

that all new members will be provided with a name 

badge. Guest Speaker Sergeant Mick Gardiner was still 

not available due to illness. Minutes of the meeting 

held on 22 April 2025.  It was good to see guest Mark 

Moskwa in attendance with his parents Carolyn and Joe. 

Rolly McCartney has transferred from the Gold Coast 

Branch. He gave a rundown of his service and particularly 

his time as a Drummer in the Queensland Police Pipe 

Band.  Welfare:  President and Welfare Officer Dick Turpin 

updated his report of contact with a number of members 

who remain unwell with longstanding issues. Dick has 

a personal register of members unwell and has phone 

contact with those who answer his calls. Applications 

for membership by Denise Mehmed (formerly Rhodes) 

and Margaret Cassidy were recommended for approval.  

Luncheon held on 27 May 2025. Forty four members and 

guests attended the annual luncheon held at Headlands 

Golf Club.  A special welcome was given by President Dick 

Turpin to QBank Director Andy Henderson who spoke 

briefly about QBank’s operations and recent history; also 

about its good performance and its continuing support 

of police organisations such as the QRPA and front line 

police.  Also welcomed were State President Greg Early, a 

member of the Branch for many years, who presented Bill 

Gittoes with his Veteran Member Certificate.  Paul Wilson, 

former Assistant Commissioner and QBank Director, was 

also welcomed as a new transferee to the Branch. Dick 

also remembered John (Whiskey) Walker who passed 

away last year.  QPS Chaplain Matt Govan offered grace 

prior to those present partaking of a  two course alternate 

drop lunch which was something to die for.  They had two 

lucky door prizes and twenty seven excellent prizes in 

their raffles.   

(Secretary – John Ballard – 0447 432 622). 

Next meeting:  24 June 2025

State President Greg Early presenting Bill Gittoes with his Veteran 

ROCKHAMPTON:  Meeting held on 2 April 2025.  Honorary 

membership of the QRPA was  granted to QPS Chaplain 

Leighton Johannesen and an appropriate Certificate was 

to be presented to him at a suitable time.  However, he 

liked the QPS so much, he became a Police Recruit at 

the Townsville Academy and when inducted will return 

to Rockhampton as Constable Johannesen.  President 

Barry Self gave feedback on the BBQ at Cockscomb 

Retreat.  Attendance at the last three monthly meetings 

has been down.  President Barry urged members to make 

an effort to meet in fellowship and have lunch together 

after the meetings.  The annual dinner will be held on 

17 November 2025 with the venue to be confirmed but 

most likely it will be at the Bartlett’s Tavern again. Next 

meeting:  7 May 2025.  Meeting cancelled. Meeting 

held on 4 June 2025 at the Rockhampton Golf Club.  

Chaplain Leighton Johannesen has been replaced by 

Adrian Tabone who is expected to be presented with 

his Honorary Membership Certificate on 6 August 2025.   

Member Carolyn reported that she and Angela Benson 

travelled to Yeppoon on 28  May 2025 and had morning 

tea with June Young. Veteran Member Tom Young was out 

with his carer.  Next Meeting:  6 July 2025.  

(Secretary/Treasurer:  Dennis Smith – 0408 321 416)

SOUTHERN DOWNS AND GRANITE BELT:  Meeting 

held on 10 March 2025 at the Condamine Sports Club, 

Warwick. A letter was received from Maureen Love 

expressing her appreciation for flowers with respect 

to the passing of her husband/Branch member Keith.   

George Allard was presented with his Senior Member 

Certificate by President Laurie Bell.  Meeting held on 11 

April 2025 at the Tenterfield Golf Club.  From Secretary 

President Col Thorne presenting 
Wayne Barnes with his  

President Col Thorne presenting  
Ian Sieber with his  
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Brian Cannon: The March meeting had been put off due 

to inclement weather and potential for flooding, making 

travel to Tenterfield for many somewhat precarious. It 

was a good decision, showing occasionally good things 

can come from forced decisions.  A tradition of the 

Tenterfield meet is a get together the night before. It 

may surprise some to know there are between 20 and 30 

retired Queensland officers and their partners residing in 

the Tenterfield district.  One of the most pleasant duties 

undertaken by President Laurie Bell is the presentation 

of certificates to our members. Maureen Love (whose 

husband Keith passed away earlier this year) was 

presented with her Veteran Associate Member

Certificate, while Bruce Thomas received his Senior 

Member Certificate.  Bruce is a retired NSW police 

officer.  We have the pleasure of having several retired 

NSW officers and wives as members of our branch. 

Finally, if you have not had the opportunity to stay in 

Tenterfield, the history buffs among you are missing 

a great adventure. An explanatory excerpt from Dr 

Google: Tenterfield is famously known as the "Birthplace 
of the Nation" due to Sir Henry Parkes' 1889 speech at 
the Tenterfield School of Arts, which called for Australia's 
federation. This speech is considered a pivotal moment in 
the push for Australian federation, which ultimately led to 
the formation of the nation in 1901.  Meeting held on 9 

May 2025 at the Stanthorpe RSL Club.  Five members 

attended the Darling Downs Branch’s October luncheon 

and were acknowledged by President John MacKay.  The 

annual general meeting and annual luncheon will be held 

at the Condamine Sports Club on 11 July 2025.    

(Brian Cannon – Secretary – 0476 156 968

President Laurie Bell.

Laurie Bell.

MACKAY-WHITSUNDAY.  Meeting held on 15 March 2025. 

Support was given to the message of support by the 

State President for Commissioner Steve Gollschewski’s 

recovery to good health. Welfare report by Peter 

Howard: I visited Norah Spreadborough at Pioneer Valley 

Rehab. She had suffered a fall at home leading to her 

hospitalisation. She did not suffer any serious injuries, 

was in good spirits but accepted she needed to go into 

a home as she needed a higher level of care.  Gale and 

I visited Norah at St. Francis of Assisi at West Mackay. 

She is very happy with the care she is receiving in the 

home. Barry Downs hasn’t been well but he  made it to 

the meeting.  However, I can tell you he has several near 

new lawnmowers for sale as apparently his Doctor has 

ordered all wheels to be removed from the lawnmowers 

to prevent Barry from mowing his lawn again.  Graham 

Drury was  managing his recovery.  Meeting held on 12 

April 2025 at the Sarina Sports and Services Club.  The 

Mackay District Officer, Superintendent Dean Cavanagh, 

was welcomed to the meeting.  Welfare Officer Peter 

Howard: We recently visited Norah Spreadborough. She 

is very interested and likes to be involved with our QRPA 

Branch.  Barry Downs is still unwell but is managing 

okay.  Peter advised he has also been unwell and busy 

with family.   Secretary Andre also spoke briefly with Dave 

Gray regarding an ongoing issue with his heart.  Dave 

and Pat just returned from a visit to Doctors in Brisbane.  

Not having the issue resolved, a change in medication 

dose seems to be improving things. Superintendent 

Cavanagh addressed the meeting and firstly gave an 

interesting outline of his journey in his police career 

including his original time in Mackay, Moranbah, OIC 

Townsville Station, other postings and eventually back 

to Mackay.  Dean also spoke about the current police 

environment in general – including how things are 

changing - the work load on our current serving police, 

domestic violence, police beat program, staffing, calls for 

police response and getting back to victims/complainants 

after or during investigations. Overall Dean’s address 

was very interesting, informative and enjoyable.  He also 

explained that he is a strong supporter of the Retired 

Police Association and its members and would ensure 

local members are invited to police events in the future.  

On Anzac Day wreaths were placed as follows:  At the 

Mackay Anzac Day Service by Dennis Doring, at the Sarina 

Anzac Day Service by Brian Cummng and at the Hamden 

School Anzac Day Service by Secretary Andre Wijtenburg.  

Meeting held on 17 May 2025.  Following a suggestion 

by Veteran Member Dave Gray and with a notice put out 

by Logan-Beenleigh Branch (author Kay Halford, Vice 

President) a notice has been devised by Treasurer Bev 

Houley and Secretary Andre.  The notice will be placed 

in local police stations with a view to attracting more 

members to join the QRPA.   Welfare:  Michelle Sheehan 

mentioned that Sam, who currently has cancer, is not 

managing real well and  has lost a lot of weight.  Guest 

Speaker:  Sergeant Brad Ziebell addressed the meeting 

firstly giving  a brief rundown of his Police Service 

history, having served at different Stations including 

Eromanga and  Mount Ommaney.  He mentioned how the 

Domestic Family Violence and Vulnerable Persons Unit 

was established and how it works with other agencies. 
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Brad spoke about the current staffing and vacancies and 

how they are moving to other premises in the near future. 

Brad also explained how Domestic Violence is prevalent 

in Mackay as it is throughout the State and spoke of the 

difficulties and challenges police officers face as many 

aggrieved persons are reluctant to speak with police or 

give evidence in subsequent court cases through fear of 

intimidation from their partners.  Brad discussed in depth 

the use of body worn recording cameras by police and 

how they assist in the gathering of evidence. Overall, it 

was a very interesting and informative address by Brad.  

Next meeting:  21 June 2025.  

(Secretary A. Wijtenburg 0427 230 840)

from President Bob Maher.

Guest speaker Sergeant Brad Ziebell.

Veteran Associate Member and Vietnam Veteran Dennis Doring about to 
place a wreath at the Mackay Anzac Day Service.

IPSWICH:  Meeting held on 13  March 2025. Visitors 

were Nigel Lewis and John Graham. Later in the meeting 

their applications to join the QRPA were recommended 

for approval. Welfare Report by Bruce Raymond and 

Margie Kussrow: Bruce reported that he had received a 

‘thank you’ from Julie Miller, Fred Maynard’s daughter, 

for the QRPA participation in Fred’s funeral. John and Joy 

Raatz had intended to attend the meeting but a doctor’s 

appointment took precedence. Guest Speakers: Glenn 

Mostyn, President of the Sherwood-Indooroopilly RSL 

Sub-Branch. Glenn commenced work in Sydney as a 

cabinet maker and enlisted in the Army in 1967. He served 

in Vietnam in the same rifle company as Veteran Member 

and former Inspector Mick Rockett. Glenn retired as a 

Warrant Officer after 20 years of service. He had four years 

in the infantry and then 16 years in transport. He still uses 

his early learnt wood making skills to make jewellery 

boxes and is an historian on early Australian history. 

Glenn is a walking encyclopedia on the history of the 

Australian Armed Forces. He provided an informative talk 

on the beginnings of the Australian Army right through to 

the Vietnam War. A very well put together presentation. 

Greg O’Rourke displayed an ‘1864 – 2014’ 150 Years of 

Policing Commemorative Sword’ that he had purchased 

at the then cost of $600. He described the sword and its 

origin of being manufactured in Soligen, Germany. A real 

collector’s item.  Meeting held on 11 April 2025. Welfare 

Report by Bruce Raymond and Margie Kussrow: Matt Dale 

is still suffering vertigo. John Raatz underwent a scan and 

hopes to return to meetings soon.  Barry Cannon was in 

the Mater Hospital with a lung infection.  Margie Kussrow 

was congratulated on her work in encouraging new 

members to attend and is keeping Wayne Bennett on his 

toes. Wayne, thanks to Margie, has donated a Rabbitohs 

jersey for auction. Guest Speaker: Detective Senior 

Sergeant Tara Kentwell was sworn into the Queensland 

Police Service in 1991.  After serving three and a half 

years as a general duties officer in Cairns, she transferred 

to Brisbane. During this time, she has performed 

duties at Child Abuse, Drug Squad, Corrective Services 

Investigation Unit, Homicide Investigation Unit, Fraud 

Squad, Covert Operations Unit, Armed Robbery Squad, 

Prostitution Enforcement Task Force and Surveillance 

Operations Unit. In 2017 Tara returned to the Homicide 

Investigation Unit to overview the review of Queensland’s 

outstanding cold cases. Tara is due to retire in six years 

and at this stage plans to remain at the Homicide 

Investigation Unit. Tara’s presentation was top grade. The 

advance in technology is amazing and the ability to build 

a profile from a blood/semen sample is ‘mind-boggling’ 

compared to the tools we worked with. Meeting held on 8 

May 2025. Welfare Report by Bruce Raymond and Margie 

Kussrow: Laurie Pointing was in Townsville Hospital 

and not travelling too well. Bruce, Len Yarrow and Cliff 

Dieckmann attended the funeral of the late member Vince 

Beutel.  Branch polo shirts are nearing completion. The 

logo has been prepared and they are awaiting arrival 

of the shirts. Guest Speaker: Amanda Harvey, Business 

Development Associate, Queensland Rail Travel. What an 

outstanding personality. Amanda walked those present 

through all of the QRail opportunities in Queensland with 

a visual and outstanding vocal presentation. This was 

followed by a quick quiz and winners were Ted Roberts, 

Nigel Lewis, Greg Daniels, Trevor Albury and Ken Martin:  

Next Meeting:  12 June 2025.  

(Ken Martin Secretary/Treasurer 0407 345 500)
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Trevor Albury, Guest Speaker Amanda Harvey and Bob Latter.

TOWNSVILLE.  Meeting held on 2 April 202.  The Annual 

trip to Ingham on 4 June 2025 was discussed.  At that 

time the use of the QPS bus was precarious as it had been 

decreed that a serving Police Officer had to drive the bus.  

Plans were being drawn up for car sharing to get members 

to and from Ingham.  (Eventually this was sorted by a 

serving QPS officer coming to their aid).  The member for 

Mundingburra, Janelle Poole, intended attending the May 

meeting but was unable to attend.  Future meeting dates 

have been supplied to her.  Congratulations to Peter and 

Jill Hardy who celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary 

in March. Meeting held on 7 May 2025. Vice President 

Brendan White welcomed everyone to the meeting.  A 

special welcome was made to John Cran who had not 

been able to attend the last couple of meetings.   John 

Cran explained a donation of $200.00 made on behalf 

of the Branch to a go-fund-me appeal made on behalf 

of former police officer Bethany Chambers.  After being 

invited by the construction company, Barry Lewthwaite 

had inspected the new Kirwan Police Complex. He was 

impressed with what is going on and the only problem 

he can see is the exit for police vehicles is straight in line 

with his bedroom and when vehicles exit the lights will 

shine into his bedroom.  At the meeting the annual trip 

to Ingham on 4 June 2025 was discussed and the usual 

arrangements were proposed and accepted.  As usual, the 

morning tea was to be at Barbara Zupp’s residence with 

it being supplied and transported to Ingham by members 

of the Branch. Meeting held at the Ingham RSL Club 

on 4 June 2025.  Welfare Officer Peter Hardy reported 

that he had checked in with Eric Darby (who was at the 

meeting) and Trevor Errington and both were doing well.  

He was unable to contact Laurie Pointing but talked to 

his granddaughter Samantha who said he was as well 

as can be expected.  He had received information from 

Brian Bensley that he has not been well for some time. 

The raffle prizes were donated by Fred and Laural Angus, 

Eric and Carol Darby and John and Fay Lone. Thanks to 

these Ingham members were given by John Urquhart. 

Roger Bow was thanked by the members for organising 

the venue at the RSL Club. The manager and Chef of the 

Club were also thanked. The meal was fantastic as was 

the service by the staff.  Senior Constable Chris Finlay was 

thanked for taking time to be the bus driver for the day as 

without him they would not have been able to use the bus 

to transport members to and from Ingham. Barbara Zupp 

was thanked for the use of her house (again) to have their 

morning tea and also to Jenny Urquhart for making the 

scones and organising the morning tea.  Next meetings:  

Monthly and annual general 2 July 2025.    

(Secretary J. Urquhart 0407 734 497)

Fay and John Lone at the Ingham meeting.

Eric and Carol Darby at the Ingham meeting.

Morning Tea Host Barbara Zupp at the Ingham meeting.

Constable Vince Beutel – Vince Beutel in recent years – 
rest in peace Vince.
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GLADSTONE:  Meeting held on 2 April 2025.  Acting 

Welfare Officer Darryl Saw reported:  Peter Vale.  Helen 

advised that Peter is now a resident of Edenvale Aged 

Care Facility at Glen Eden, Gladstone.  Although Peter 

would welcome visits, it is suggested that he has a few 

weeks to settle in.  Mike Ball is going well. Kevin Kelly has 

now officially retired and it is  anticipated he will attend 

meetings. Trivia sheet winners were: Possession Game – 

Keith McCann 29 points and 2nd place Roslyn Thomas 23 

points.  The Inventors – Keith McCann 16 points and 2nd 

place Leanne Richter and Gail McCann 6 points.  Multi-

draw raffle resulted in all Members winning at least one 

prize.  Meeting held on 7 May 2025:  Welfare by Mary 

McKenzie.  Darryl regularly catches up with Glen Josefski 

and he is doing as well as can be expected.  Mary’s 

daughter Kylie Elliott has been diagnosed with Acute 

Myeloid Leukemia and was undergoing treatment. Denis 

Connolly advised John Joannidis was experiencing the 

effects of Leukaemia.  Glenn Churchill advised he was to 

have prostate cancer surgery on 22 May 2025.  Meeting 

held on 4 June 2025:  Welfare Officer Mary McKenzie, on 

behalf of her daughter Kylie Elliot, thanked members for 

their well wishes. Kylie is doing very well after receiving 

one full round of intensive treatment now being followed 

up by consolidation rounds. Her prognosis at this stage 

is looking good Mary’s report:  Glenn Churchill had his 

surgical procedure and he has advised it went well with a 

positive prognosis. Glenn will, however, be out of action 

for the next couple of weeks while he recovers.  John 

Joannidis is currently recovering at home after spending 

nine days in Gladstone Hospital battling his blood 

disorder. He is currently avoiding social contact as it does 

put his health at further risk right now. Glen Josefski. 

Darryl regularly catches up with Glen and advises he is 

doing as well as can be expected.  Mike Ball advised that 

his cancer is on the move again and he will be going to 

Bundaberg and Brisbane for further tests and treatment   

Members wished Glenn Churchill, Kylie Elliott and John 

Joannidis all the very best and signed a Get Well Card for 

each of them. The annual and general meetings will be 

held on 2 July 2025.    

(Secretary – Darryl Saw 0447 417 746)

DARLING DOWNS:   Meeting held on 13 March 2025:   

President John MacKay wel-comed Gordon Reynolds.  

WELFARE: John said that he had no contact with Boyd 

WIL-SON since his release from hospital.  He also stated 

that John Cooper’s condition had not improved. Brian 

Willett stated that he had now completed his prostate 

cancer treat-ment and commented on the expense of the 

procedures.  John MacKay made mention of the current 

email scam being perpetrated on QRPA members.  John 

MacKay intro-duced Gordon Reynolds, a prospective new 

Branch member.   His application to join the QRPA was 

recommended for approval.  Meeting held on 10 April 

2025.  Welfare:  John MacKay stated Bob Lehfeldt had 

lost his licence due to his current health. Judy Lehfeldt 

and her daughter had both been diagnosed with cancer 

and Judy’s sister was suffering from cardiac problems. 

Brian Willett stated he had received a clearance on 

his prostate cancer. Roger Dshon gave a report on his 

treatment for diabetes. He added that Rick Niland’s 

condition had deteriorated.  John MacKay stated that 

plaques for Pe-ter Hinz and Herman Van Cauenberg had 

been placed on the Memorial Wall. John spoke of the 

arrangements to be made in respect to the Rededication 

Ceremony.  He also said that further to the discussions 

that had taken place at the last meeting he had purchased 

a P.A. system from Jaycar for $269.00. John introduced 

Tony Wright to the meeting. Tony gave a run-down of 

his service history.  An application to join the QRPA by 

Tony was recommended for approval. Viv Nolan gave a 

report on the Australasian Police Clay Target Shooting 

Club with particular mention of the shirt provided at 

their annual competition. Meeting held on 8 May 2025:  

President John MacKay stated that a problem had been 

detected with the plaque of Herman Von Cauenberg on 

the Memori-al Wall and he had asked Council to fix it. 

John Brand stated that Peter Cole, Richard Creagh and 

he had represented the branch at the recent Anzac Day 

march and cere-mony. WELFARE: John MacKay  stated 

that Rod Millward was then in hospital with a stomach 

issue. He also   advised that Bill Christensen was currently 

undergoing treat-ment for a spot on his lung. John 

MacKay stated that although Malcolm Twine, Richard 

Creagh and he were the designated Welfare Officers for 

the Branch, some members might feel more comfortable 

in speaking to other members about any difficulties they 

are experiencing. He stressed the importance of treating 

these matters with privacy in mind. GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Mark Love advised that he had attended the funeral 

of Lynda Trotter, wife of Richard Trotter. John MacKay 

mentioned that new clips were re-quired for the flagpoles 

that belonged to the Branch. Dave Lynch stated that he 

would see if they were available from a boating shop. 

John MacKay   stated that he would hold off completing a 

new Buddy List until after the AGM.   NEXT MEETING  

12 JUNE 2025   

(Secretary, Mike Jordan, 0438 111 423)
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NEAR NORTH COAST:  Meeting held on 17 March 2025.   

Welfare:  Allan Hawkins  reported that he has been in 

contact with  Des Kelly who at that time was in respite 

for about two weeks while he was having physio on his 

legs to assist with strength.  Applications to join the QRPA 

by Michael Andrew Gordon and Maureen Warner were 

recommended for approval.  Social Co-ordinator Merv 

Melling mentioned a luncheon at the Caboolture RSL 

Club.  An inquiry on whether any member was affected 

by the recent cyclone and rain resulted in no response.  

Guest speaker:  Linda Nicholson of 4 Island Aged Care 

gave a talk on local advocacy for Home Care and home 

care packaging options available locally – with the view 

of Locals caring for locals – rather than Company style 

contracting arrangements – (your Home, Your way, your 

choice).  The 19 May 2025 meeting was cancelled due to 

lack of attendees.  There will be a social meeting on 16 

June 2025 at the Landsborough Hotel.   

(Secretary – Bill Feldman 0419 659 105)

REDLANDS:  Meeting held on 25 March 2025. Review 

of Annual luncheon.   Acknowledgement of MC for the 

event, Ushers, Raffle Ticket Sellers and  the behind the 

scenes team.   Thanks to the RSL Wynnum.  The venue was 

amazing, easy access and the food was awesome.  The 

team at the RSL was grateful for the acknowledgement on 

the day and certificate of appreciation. Karen Phillips was 

thanked for all the work done in planning and presenting 

the day.  Beth Chambers briefing.  Acknowledged her 

email to the exec team. Brief of the email content 

provided to membership..  Beth is taking legal action 

also for previous medical failings.  Her  health is dire. 

A  GoFundMe has been established. Acknowledgement 

given to Ann Maree.  Discussion ensued about the 

service to be held on National Police Remembrance 

Day – 29 September 2025.  Traditionally the Branch has 

conducted the service in local schools.  Future discussion 

will ensue about the possible involvement of the QPS, 

the timing of the service and where it will be held.  New 

members Vic and David Charmers were welcomed to 

the meeting and Bev addressed those present on their 

service history.   Guest speaker:  Sergeant Mick Gardiner 

EORT.  Meeting held on 22 April 2025.  Information on 

Beth Chambers’ GoFundMe was distributed.  Beth has 

acknowledged the Branch and thanked the Blue Family 

for the wishes and support  .  Guest Speaker:  Paul Oates 

who was thanked for his awesome presentation.  Meeting 

held on 27 May 2025.  Acknowledgement of Guest 

Speaker - Sgt Matt Stiles - Negotiator Unit.  A location for 

holding the National Police Remembrance Day service 

has been suggested at Victoria Point.  Mark Stiles will 

visit and assess suitability.  Challenge Coins:  Members 

were updated on the situation as known from the State 

Management Committee.   Brief update on Tony Rand,   

Guest Speaker:  Sergeant Matt Stiles,  Negotiator Unit.  

His  presentation included the training and ongoing 

qualification required to be a QPS negotiator.  Current 

statistics shared and examples of real life situations were 

given.  Complexities of the job and incidents provided.  

Real incident footage shown.  Mobile negotiation platform 

vehicle brought and shown.  Next meeting:  24 June 2025.   

(Secretary – Tina Bowen – 0408 199 085)

QPS negotiator van.

FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND:   Meeting/luncheon held 

on 28 March 2025.  Welfare by Brigitte McMcKaskill  

Bill McFarlane who quite a number of members knew 

passed away recently.  Bill was very supportive of the 

police in the region and always had their backs.   We 

also offer sincere condolences to Imelda and the family 

on the passing of Frank Wagner on 20 March 2025.  As is 

custom for our Branch, we asked the family regarding a 

donation in Frank's honour which was made to CANTEEN.  

Meeting/luncheon held on 2 May 2025. Lynda Trotter 

passed away suddenly recently.  Richard Trotter worked 

in FNQ for some time and many current QPS officers and 

members of the QRPA know him well.  We had a guest 

speaker Barry Simpson, well known media personality 

who worked closely with police in the region.  Barry gave a 

very entertaining presentation of his time working closely 

with police.  Next meeting:  27 June 2025.   

(Secretary Brigitte McKaskill 0408 281 979).

HERVEY BAY:   Meeting held on 18 March 2025.  Guest 

speaker:  Crimson Williams from Fair Trading attended the 

meeting and spoke to the group about new scams get-ting 

around.  Crimson has been a regular guest speaker over 

the past few years and always provides an informative 

address.  Welfare:  Contact has been made with Gerry 

Walton. He is in good spirits. Contact with Roger Barlow. 

Has a wheelchair to get around. Dorothy is still by his side 

and he says that is the most important thing.  Ted Plant 

gave his apologies due to a hospital appointment.  Says 

he is getting a bit slower every day.  New member Russell 

Bentley has not arrived in Hervey Bay but has joined the 

Branch.  A BBQ was held at Dayman Park, Urangan, on 15 

April 2025.  Meeting held on 20 May 2025.  President Ian 

Anderson thanked those members who attended the BBQ 

at Dayman Park, Hervey Bay, on 15 April 2025; also Ian 

and Sandra West-McInnes were thanked for organizing the 

day.  New members: Derek Pyrah (former member of NSW 

Police), Peter Anthony Witt and Robyn Alcock.  The annual 

luncheon will be held at the Pialba Bowls Club on 18 June 

2025 and it was resolved to invite all of the Police Widows 
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in the area to the luncheon free of charge.  Guest Speaker:  

Neil Conway from Boating and Fisheries.  Neil outlined 

the powers and responsibilities of Fisheries Officers 

and gave a very informative talk about their operations, 

fishing rules, vessel boardings and stops; also Apps which 

can be used when fishing and new zon-ing for marine 

parks in the local area.  Welfare:  Contact was made with 

Gerry Walton who is back in Hervey Bay.  Next meeting:  

15 July 2025. 

(Secretary – Nick Paton 0428 839 552)

GOLD COAST:  Meeting held on 1 April 2025.  Russell 

Robertson provided an update in respect of the recent 

search for a  Queensland Police Officer who disappeared 

in the Byron Bay area. Russell provided an update from 

the perspective of the involvement of the NSW Marine 

Rescue Service (of which he is a member) in the search.  

Welfare:  Keith Woodbridge was at the meeting and is 

recovering from his recent gall bladder surgery. David 

Stoneley advised he was recovering from his recent fight 

with a pitch fork.  Greg Bignell – health improving; also 

had new hearing aids fitted which has  made a difference 

to Greg’s lifestyle. Betty Barratt has transitioned to Duhig 

Village, Seville Road, Holland Park. Recent advice is that 

Betty had a fall and broke a couple of bones.  Ken Becker 

was recovering well from recent medical treatments 

and surgeries. (Ken is not a member of the QRPA but is 

known to a lot of QRPA GC members).  Meeting held on 

6 May 2025.  Social Secretary’s Report:  Concern was 

expressed about the small number of members attending 

social functions.  The annual luncheon will be held 

at Twin Towns on 15 July 2025.  Welfare:  Col Sullivan 

advised he recently met up with Greg Bignell.  Greg was 

in good spirits and has lost a bit of independence as he 

is not allowed to drive.  An update on David Manfield 

and Michael Sparke from Acting Secre-tary Doug Lawlor.  

Both Michael and David underwent operations on 14 

and 15 May 2025.  Michael’s operation was in respect 

of replacing a hip and David’s was in respect of heart 

valve issues. Both were released from hospital shortly 

after the procedures.  Acting Secretary Doug Lawlor has 

spoken to both in the last few days (around 3/6/2025) and 

both are recovering well.  Their respective doctors have 

advised they are happy with the results in respect of both 

operations. Michael is at home on the Gold Coast re-

covering.  He still has pain but has noticed a considerable 

reduction since the opera-tion.  He is undergoing physio 

every two or so days. David has returned to Sydney, 

where he now lives, and is recovering down there.   He 

had a clip inserted into his Mitral heart valve and the 

Doctors were happy with the result.  They were also of 

the view the other two valves of initial concern were not 

as bad as initially thought.  So all good in respect of both 

at this stage of the recovery process. One other member 

of major con-cern for the Branch is John Wilson (Veteran 

member and Gold Coast QPS Detective Senior Sergeant).  

John was recently admitted to full time care at Galleon 

Gardens Nursing facility.  He is suffering from dementia 

and has deteriorated rapidly over the last few months. 

His wife, Lorraine (Associate Member) has advised John is 

now at the point where he does not recognise individuals, 

even family.  Very sad.  Next meeting:  3 June 2025.  

(Acting Secretary Doug Lawlor 0414 351 257)

VAN DIEMEN’S LAND.  Meeting held on 9 March 2025 

Meeting held on 9 March 2025 at the Ross Hotel, Ross. 

The annual general meeting and dinner will be held at 

Tamar Valley Resort, Grindelwald, on Saturday 28 June 

2025. President Bob Fitzsimmons suggested having the 

September Branch meeting and luncheon in Hobart, 

possibly at the Hobart Workers Club. His suggestion also 

included a private tour of the Tasmania Police Museum.   

Unanimous support was given to Bob’s suggestion which 

he will follow up on and provide further details at the 

AGM on 28 June 2025. Further consideration was given 

to the possibility of a VDL Branch polo shirt. Resolution 

was not reached and the matter will be raised again at 

the AGM.  Member Ian Tinker is heavily involved in the 

Australasian National Bowls Championship which will be 

held in Devonport from 10 to 28 November 2025.  He has 

suggested the VDL Branch reach out to the organisers of 

this event and request them to send an open invitation 

via Facebook to any retired or serving Queensland Police 

Officer to make themselves known to Ian while they are 

in Devonport so he can arrange for himself and/or other 

Branch members to catch up with them for a coffee 

and a chat.  It was further suggested that the Branch 

hold its November meeting in Devonport on a date to 

coincide with this event.  Ian is to provide further details 

to President Bob to follow up and report back to the 

September meeting.  After the meeting closed, Secretary 

Jennifer Johnston gave a short presentation on the 

warning signs and symptoms to look out for when anyone 

is having a stroke; also what first aid action to take.  Next 

gathering:  Annual general meeting and dinner at Tamar 

Valley Resort, Grindelwald, on 28 June 2025.  

(Secretary, Jennifer Johnston 0413 143 305).
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DARLING DOWNS: Meeting held on 12 June 2025.  

Welfare:  Rod Millward is currently recovering from his 

operation.  Bob Lehfeldt was undergoing treatment for a 

bowel problem.  Boyd Wilson is going OK.  The Memorial 

Wall Rededication will take place on 9 August.  President 

John MacKay presented Veteran Member Certificates 

to Ed Grace and Dave Lynch.  John also presented the 

statement of service of the late member Terry Hickey to 

Dan and Bronwyn, his son and daughter.  John MacKay 

introduced Peter Polkinghorne, a prospective new 

member. Peter gave an outline of his service history.  

It was resolved that his application to join would be 

recommended for approval.  The family of the late 

Graham Leadbetter has requested that a plaque be 

placed on the Memorial Wall.  Next meetings:  Annual and 

general on 10 July 2025.  

(Secretary, Mike Jordan, 0438 111 423)

 
with their late father Terry’s service history.
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GOLD COAST: Welfare from 3 June 2025 meeting. On 

Sunday night (08.06.25) Michael Sparke had a fall in his 

bathroom which resulted in noticeable swelling in his 

right leg.  At John Flynn Hospital on Monday morning he 

was diagnosed with a broken right leg. After the operation 

he was admitted to John Flynn’s ICU and will be there for 

at least three days. Garry Binding had a brief hospital visit 

in late May for a minor medical procedure (all good now).  

Don Braithwaite is doing as well as can be expected.  His 

treatments are ongoing.  Next meeting: 1 July 2025. 

(Acting Secretary Doug Lawlor 0414 351 257)

Courtesy of QPS,  

confidential psychological support service available  

to retired Queensland Police Officers – 24/7 – 1800 277 478. 

IF YOU DO BECOME AWARE OF SOMEONE DOING IT TOUGH, 

PLEASE URGE THEM TO USE THIS FREE SERVICE 

OR TALK TO SOMEONE THEY CAN TRUST.
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