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'%+�"''",#'�  The Journal accepts letters and articles to be 

considered for inclusion.

It must be distinctly understood that any expressions of opinion by correspondents in our columns must not be 

considered the opinion of the Editor, and no responsibility arising from there can be accepted.

The Editor of the Police Journal reserves the right to grant permission to reproduce articles from this magazine. 

Such permission is hereby granted to any Police Association or Police Union in Australia and to the Police 

Association of New Zealand. Permission is also granted to any Police Association, Police Union or organisation 

representing police employees in any other country.

Acknowledgement of the source must be contained in any reprint. Where an article indicates that copyright is 

claimed by the author, then permission to reproduce is withdrawn unless permission from the author is granted.
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MEMBERS OF 
THE QPU VOTED 
IN SEPTEMBER 

TO ACCEPT THE 
ENTERPRISE 

AGREEMENT OFFER 
PUT FORWARD BY 
THE QPS AND THE 

STATE GOVERNMENT.
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JOHN SHILTON
QPU ASSISTANT TREASURER 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - HQ & SUPPORT REGION
0437 194 837
jshilton@qpu.asn.au

EB#11 HAS 
DOMINATED 

WATER COOLER 
CONVERSATION SINCE 

ITS ANNOUNCEMENT 
ON 29 JULY 

THIS YEAR, SO I 
THINK IT IS ONLY 
APPROPRIATE TO 

LEAD THIS JOURNAL 
ARTICLE WITH EB#11.
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A BIT ABOUT MY SERVICE. 
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CHALLENGES WE FACE IN NORTH 
BRISBANE DISTRICT AS POLICE 
OFFICERS. 
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I AM HONOURED TO 
HAVE BEEN ELECTED 

AS YOUR NEW METRO 
NORTH REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE, 

AND I WANT TO 
SINCERELY THANK 

ALL MEMBERS WHO 
TOOK THE TIME TO 

VOTE AND SHOW 
THEIR SUPPORT 

DURING THE RECENT 
QPU ELECTION.

JOHN LEWIS
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - METRO NORTH REGION
0427 436 765
jlewis@qpu.asn.au
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RICHARD JACKWAY
FORMER REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - METRO NORTH REGION
0412 783 879

THIS WILL BE MY 
FINAL EXECUTIVE 

ROUNDUP, 
FOLLOWING THE 

METRO NORTH 
REGIONAL REP 

ELECTIONS. 
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REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
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IN SEPTEMBER, 
MEMBERS OF THE 

QPU VOTED ON 
WHETHER TO ACCEPT 

THE PROPOSED 
IN PRINCIPLE 

ENTERPRISE 
BARGAINING 
AGREEMENT. 

TONI BROSNAN
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - NORTHERN REGION
0428 337 825
tbrosnan@qpu.asn.au
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DAY 
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JARROD BROWN
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - SOUTHERN REGION 
0474 202 738
jbrown@qpu.asn.au
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WHETHER IT IS 
DURING STATION 
VISITS OR OVER 

THE PHONE WITH 
MEMBERS, I HEAR 

THE SAME COMMENTS 
EXPRESSED ON WHAT 

IS ALMOST A DAILY 
OCCURRENCE.
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JUNIOR POLICE CONTINUE TO 
LEAD THE ORGANISATION
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
FATIGUE AND YOUR CAREER
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TROY HAYWARD
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE-CENTRAL REGION
0403 190 232
thayward@qpu.asn.au

THIS FIRST REGIONAL 
ROUNDUP AS THE 
CENTRAL REGION 

QPU REP REFLECTS 
ON MY 28-YEAR 
CAREER WITHIN 

THE QUEENSLAND 
POLICE SERVICE, 
COMMENCING IN 

1997.
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THE COMMITMENT TO A JUST 
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I WANT TO PICK OUT 
A FEW KEY ISSUES 

THAT I BELIEVE ARE 
IMPORTANT FOR 

MEMBERS ACROSS 
THE NORTH COAST 

REGION.
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BECOMES THE TRAUMA
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BEC BRADLEY
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE -�FAR NORTHERN REGION
0407 739 641 
rbradley@qpu.asn.au

FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE BEEN 
FOLLOWING THE 
ENEWS UPDATES 
FROM THE QPU, 

YOU MAY BE AWARE 
THAT THE ELECTION 

FOR SEVERAL 
QPU REGIONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE 
POSITIONS 

HAS RECENTLY 
CONCLUDED.
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ROUTINE ELECTIONS ARE HELD FOR THE 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE POSITIONS TO FORM THE QPU EXECUTIVE BOARD.
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Police Federation of Australia
Queensland Police Branch

DECLARATION OF RESULTS - E2025/38 
Contested Offices

Scheduled Election
The results of the election for the following offices conducted in accordance with the 
provisions of the Fair Work (Registered Organisations) Act 2009 and the rules of the 
organisation are:

Central Region
VOTING MATERIAL ISSUED

Total number of people on the roll of voters (a) 1,044

Number of voters issued with voting material 1,044

Total number of voters issued with replacement voting material 7

Total number of voting material packs issued 1,051

VOTING MATERIAL RETURNED

Total number of envelopes returned for scrutiny by closing date of ballot (b) 328

Number of declaration envelopes rejected at preliminary scrutiny (minus) 3

Number of ballot papers returned outside declaration envelopes (minus) 0

COUNT

Total ballot papers admitted to the count 325

LATE OR UNRETURNED VOTING MATERIAL

Voting material returned as unclaimed mail by closing date of ballot 28

Voting material packs not returned by voters by closing date of the ballot 695

Percentage of voting material packs returned by voters to number of people on the roll of 
voters (b/a) 31 %

Branch Regional Representative (1)
Candidates Final Votes
GROTH, Kev 87
BAIRD, Cliff 108
HAYWARD, Troy 130

Total ballot papers admitted for this office 325
Formal Ballot papers 325
Informal Ballot papers 0

I declare the following elected:
• HAYWARD, Troy   

2 9



Police Federation of Australia
Queensland Police Branch

DECLARATION OF RESULTS - E2025/38 
Contested Offices

Scheduled Election
The results of the election for the following offices conducted in accordance with the 
provisions of the Fair Work (Registered Organisations) Act 2009 and the rules of the 
organisation are:

Central Region
VOTING MATERIAL ISSUED

Total number of people on the roll of voters (a) 1,044

Number of voters issued with voting material 1,044

Total number of voters issued with replacement voting material 7

Total number of voting material packs issued 1,051

VOTING MATERIAL RETURNED

Total number of envelopes returned for scrutiny by closing date of ballot (b) 328

Number of declaration envelopes rejected at preliminary scrutiny (minus) 3

Number of ballot papers returned outside declaration envelopes (minus) 0

COUNT

Total ballot papers admitted to the count 325

LATE OR UNRETURNED VOTING MATERIAL

Voting material returned as unclaimed mail by closing date of ballot 28

Voting material packs not returned by voters by closing date of the ballot 695

Percentage of voting material packs returned by voters to number of people on the roll of 
voters (b/a) 31 %

Branch Regional Representative (1)
Candidates Final Votes
GROTH, Kev 87
BAIRD, Cliff 108
HAYWARD, Troy 130

Total ballot papers admitted for this office 325
Formal Ballot papers 325
Informal Ballot papers 0

I declare the following elected:
• HAYWARD, Troy   

SP
R

IN
G

 2025

3 0



QPS VACANCIES
��������������������� � ����!

�"#"!$�%&%'

7%
����������	
���
�
��������
�����
���
���
�

��������������
����
������

89������
��
���
���
�������
�����������
���������



���
���
����
��
������
���������:

Q
U

EEN
SLA

N
D

 P
O

LIC
E U

N
IO

N
 JO

U
R

N
A

L



3 2

�����������	���
	���
���
������
���������
�����
�
	���� �!�����

����
��
���"�#����
���
�������
���
�����$�	����������%��!������
�
$������

��
	���
��
��
�������
���
������	����"

&
�
$��������
�������
��'��������(��
��
���
���
����
��������
���
������

���	��"�)����������
���������%
������
�����
��
	�����������
������
��������

%
���
	�����
����
����
*������������������%���������	
�����������
	��
���

�����������
���
��
���%����%
��
������
���
����+�����"

)�,�������
�����������
	������	���
�-.&����
��%
����
����%����������������$����

�� �!�������
�
$���
����%
����$��
�������������"������,��
��
��
������
�
	���

�������	���
��
����
��
�������
�������
����%�����
���
��
��"

FLEET FARCE
POLICE VEHICLES MUST 

ALWAYS BE RELIABLE, 
SAFE, AND SUITABLE  

FOR SERVICE.
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ACT 1: OSA OR PENALTIES?
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QPS DECISIONS THAT 
ARE UNHINGED, 
IRRATIONAL OR JUST 
PLAIN NUTTY.

QPU INDUSTRIAL 
MANAGER DION 

READMAN LOOKS AT 
SOME OF THE RECENT 

DECISIONS BEING 
HANDED DOWN BY 
QPS MANAGEMENT 

THAT COULD BE 
CONSIDERED TO HAVE 
BEEN MADE WITHOUT 
SOUND, REASONABLE 

JUDGEMENT.
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BUT THEN CAME THE POLICY 
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ACT 2: SIXTY HOUSES, ZERO 
COMPASSION
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ACT 3: THE MYSTERY OF THE 
TSIPLO LOCALITY ALLOWANCE 
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ACT 4: EXPERIENCE LOTTO – 
THE $20,000 RECRUIT INCENTIVE 
BUT DON’T HAVE QLD EXPERIENCE
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ACT 5: BORN TOO SOON: THE 
LEAVE LOTTERY
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CERTIFICATION  
OF EB#11

ON MONDAY  
13 OCTOBER 2025, 

COMMISSIONER 
GAZENBEEK FROM 
THE QUEENSLAND 

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
COMMISSION (QIRC) 

FORMALLY CERTIFIED 
THE QPS CERTIFIED 

AGREEMENT 2025 
(EB#11).
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QPS RESIGNATIONS
Unplanned attrition is currently 3%
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SENTENCING APPEAL
THE QPU IS  

ADVOCATING FOR 
LEGISLATIVE REFORM TO 

INTRODUCE MINIMUM 
CUSTODIAL SENTENCES 

FOR OFFENDERS WHO 
ASSAULT POLICE.

The QPU has included correspondence sent in August 2025 to the 
current Attorney General and Minister for Justice Deb Frecklington. 

The QPU will keep members updated if there is a  
meaningful response.
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WWW.ATHERTONHINTERLANDMOTEL.COM.AU

At the Atherton Hinterland Motel we appreciate the 
challenging work and dedication it takes to be a front-line
worker.
So, we offer first responders and front-line workers discounts

of 20% on all rooms, available when ID is shown at 

reception.

Or contact us on (07) 4091 3311.
Or email us at

stay@athertonhinterlandmotel.com.au
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ONE HUNDRED AND TEN 
NEW POLICE OFFICERS 

GRADUATED AT THE 
OXLEY ACADEMY ON 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 
11, 2025 ON A DATE 

THAT HAS ENORMOUS 
MEANING FOR LAW 

ENFORCEMENT WORLD 
WIDE.
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GRADUATION DAY 
SEPTEMBER 11
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The new Constables will begin their careers at a variety of stations across the state, 
South East will receive 21 (13 to Logan District), Northern Region 19 (18 to Townsville District), 

Far North 16, Southern 13, Metro North 12, Central 10, Metro South 8 and North Coast 7.
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THANKS FOR THE 
MEMORIES

SENIOR CONSTABLE 
CHRIS LEONARD 

BELIEVES HIS SMASH 
WHILE ON DUTY HAD HIM 

STANDING IN FRONT OF 
HEAVEN’S GATES BUT HE 

SURVIVED AND WITH THE 
SUPPORT OF THE QPU 

ARRANGED A THANK 
YOU BBQ FOR THOSE 

WHO HELPED KEEP HIM 
ALIVE IN THE FIRST 
CRITICAL MINUTES.
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THE LEGAL AND INDUSTRIAL FRAMEWORK
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DETERRENCE AND ORGANISATIONAL INTEGRITY
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HAZARD REPORTING

A LOOSE CABLE, 
A FAULTY VEST, 

A SLIPPERY FLOOR. 
ON THEIR OWN, THESE 

HAZARDS MAY 
LOOK MINOR.

LEFT UNREPORTED, 
THEY CAN CAUSE 

INJURIES, DISRUPT 
OPERATIONS, OR PUT 
COLLEAGUES AND THE 
COMMUNITY AT RISK.
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SPOT IT.  REPORT IT.  PREVENT IT.
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THE MESSAGE IS SIMPLE: 
IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING.
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GRADUATION DAY 
PACE SEPTEMBER
FIFTY NINE CONSTABLES 
GRADUATED THE POLICE 
ABRIDGED COMPETENCY 

PROGRAM (PACE) ON 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 
25, 2025 AT THE OXLEY 

ACADEMY.
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MEASURABLE IMPACT FOR WOMEN LEADERS
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WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
POLICE

WOMEN & LEADERSHIP 
AUSTRALIA (WLA) IS 

OFFERING PARTIAL 
SCHOLARSHIPS TO 
SUPPORT WOMEN 
WORKING IN THE 

POLICE, DEFENCE, 
AND EMERGENCY 

SERVICES SECTORS 
TO ACCESS WORLD-
CLASS LEADERSHIP 

AND WORKPLACE 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMS.
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CHARTER OF 
VICTIMS’ RIGHTS

THE OFFICE OF 
THE VICTIMS’ 

COMMISSIONER 
IS REVIEWING 

QUEENSLAND’S 
CHARTER OF VICTIMS’ 

RIGHTS FOR THE FIRST 
TIME SINCE 2017.
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125 NEW CONSTABLES 
FROM INTAKE 9/2024 

WERE SWORN IN AT THE 
OXLEY ACADEMY  

ON THURSDAY  
JULY 24, 2025
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AT THE CONCLUSION OF 
THE CEREMONY FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS OF THE 

NEW CONSTABLES WERE 
ENCOURAGED TO CELEBRATE 

ON THE TOM MOLLOY 
PARADE GROUND
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QPS RETIREMENT
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Learn More:

QPCU Limited T/A QBANK. ABN 79 087 651 036. AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 241413.
Eligibility, terms and conditions, fees and charges apply.

Speak with our team based in Brisbane

13 77 28 | QBANK.COM.AU

Where every transaction counts.WWhhheerree eevveerryy ttrraannsaction counts.

Open an 
Everyday Plus 
account
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RIDE FOR 
REMEMBRANCE          
WALL TO WALL       
2025

THE 2025 WALL 
TO WALL RIDE FOR 

REMEMBRANCE WAS 
HELD JUST TWO WEEKS 
AFTER TWO VICTORIAN 

POLICE OFFICERS WERE 
SHOT AND KILLED 
AT POREPUNKAH. 

THEIR LOSS BROUGHT 
CLARITY FOR MANY 

OF THE QUEENSLAND 
PARTICIPANTS ABOUT 

THE PURPOSE AND 
MEANING OF WHY 

THEY WERE RIDING TO 
CANBERRA THIS YEAR.
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– Workplace Injuries:

physical and psychological

  – Motor Vehicle Accidents

– Workers Compensation review and appeals   

1800 658 525

sciaccas.com.au



1 0 2

&��������������
���������
@�����������������-������������������������

���
�������
�������-���!��
��9��������������
@��������
�������
!�����!�����

����!������������������
�������������������!�������
������5<8�/
�����/�����

����8�!��"

-��������
�����
���
!�������������
�������-���!����������������������

�����������������
�������������������
����������������
�����
������
��������!���"�

#����
����
����
����������������
����S��������������4������������
����������

�
������
���
����������
@������
�����������
������
������
������������������������

�����
���
���������
����
���������
������������������
�
!��"

REMEMBRANCE VIGIL
THE OFFICIAL STATE 
CANDLELIGHT VIGIL 

ESTABLISHED FOR 
NATIONAL POLICE 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
ADOPTED A NEW FORMAT 

IN 2025 AT THE OXLEY 
ACADEMY.
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Senior Associate and 
Practice Manager

Legal Practice Director
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NATIONAL POLICE 
REMEMBRANCE DAY       
BRISBANE

THE SOUNDS OF 
THE QUEENSLAND 

POLICE PIPES AND 
DRUMS WARMING 
UP IN REDDACLIFF 

PLACE ROLLED DOWN 
THE QUEEN STREET 

MALL DRAWING THE 
ATTENTION OF EARLY 

MORNING SHOPPERS, 
TOURISTS AND OFFICE 

WORKERS THAT AN 
EVENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

WAS ABOUT TO BEGIN.
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POLICE DIDN’T JOIN THIS JOB 
TO BE ENTREPRENEURS OR CELEBRITIES. 

THEY SWORE AN OATH BECAUSE THEY HAVE 
A DESIRE TO PROTECT THE COMMUNITY AND 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE.”
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‘LIGHT  
 ON THE HILL’

EACH YEAR WE GATHER 
ON NATIONAL POLICE 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 

WITH SOLEMN HEARTS 
TO REMEMBER THOSE 
OFFICERS WHO HAVE 

FALLEN IN THE LINE  
OF DUTY.
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WAITING UNTIL IT’S 
BROKEN ISN’T A STRATEGY.
THE QPS SHIFT TO A 
PREVENTATIVE MODEL

POLICE WORK 
IS DEMANDING, 

EXPOSING MEMBERS 
TO HIGH WORKLOADS, 

ORGANISATIONAL 
CHANGE, AND 
POTENTIALLY 

TRAUMATIC EVENTS.
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SUPPORTING THOSE 
WHO SUPPORT US

COMMUNITY 
SUPPORTING POLICE 
INC. (CSP) HAS BEEN 

SUPPORTING MEMBERS 
OF THE QUEENSLAND 

POLICE SERVICE (QPS) 
FOR 34 YEARS.
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get more 
from YOUR 
dental cover
Root canal, simple and surgical extractions 

and periodontic treatment are covered under 

General Dental, with no annual limit*, rather 

than Major Dental like most other funds.  

This means your Major Dental category isn’t 

exhausted by these services and is available if 

you need more complex dental services.

Get a free cover 

comparison from 
our team today

General Dental

No Annual Limit* $1500 Annual Limit*

$3000 Rollover Limit^

Major DentalentalDeental
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FIND OUT IF POLICE’S 
HEALTH NEEDS HAVE 
CHANGED IN 2025

THROUGHOUT THE  
2024-2025 FINANCIAL 
YEAR, POLICE HEALTH 

LIMITED CONTINUED 
TO MEET THE GROWING 

HEALTH NEEDS OF 
ITS MEMBERS AND 

PAID JUST OVER $245 
MILLION IN HEALTH 

BENEFITS TO ITS 
MEMBERS.
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QUEENSLAND RETIRED 
POLICE ASSOCIATION

MESSAGE FROM GREG EARLY, STATE PRESIDENT 

2025 QRPA-QPLS CHARITY BOWLS DAY:  This was held 

at Northern Suburbs Bowls Club at Wavell Heights on 4 

July 2025.  Twenty eight teams of four played.  This event 

began in 2007.  As a result of sponsorships and donations 

of raffle prizes, a cheque for $14,419.00 was presented to 

Superintendent Michael Ede, Assistant Treasurer of the 

Queensland Police Legacy Scheme by myself.  Michael 

also represented the Commissioner on the day.  This 

donation makes $145,190.35 which has been given to the 

Scheme since 2007 to continue its good work.  Currently 

the QPS Legacy Scheme supports 56 police families and 

the educational expenses of 86 legatee children from 

childcare to University/TAFE.

Addendum:  Wayne Bennett, former QPS member and 

current Rabbitohs Coach, has been a donor of football 

merchandise since the inception of these days in 2007.  

He was to send me two t-shirts and six caps but they did 

not arrive until after 4 July 2025.  There was a mix up in 

posting and I finished up with two packages.  As a result 

of putting out their availability via our website, $630.45 

was raised.  This makes the day’s handover to Legacy of 

$14,649.45 and a total since 2007 of $145,820.80.  
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VALE LAWRIE WITHAM 
(By former Senior Sergeant Bruce Raymond and Welfare 

Officer, QRPA Ipswich Branch)

The funeral of former Assistant Commissioner, and QRPA 

Veteran Member, Lawrence (Lawrie) Noel Witham, was 

held at the St Andrews Anglican Church, Toogoolawah, on 

Friday 8th August, with full Service Honours.  Following 

the family eulogy, Words of Remembrance were given by 

Don Braithwaite, then David Jefferies read out Lawrie’s 

service history, (as requested by Lawrie himself).  The 

Police Ode was read by former Senior Sergeant Lance 

Guteridge.  

In his homily, Father Ian Bailey posed the rhetorical 

question why men and women would want to enter into 

a police career.  His single word answer was “character”, 

on which he elaborated; firstly, character is necessary 

to answer the calling into a police career, then character 

is further required to meet its challenges.  The high 

standards of Laurie’s good character came through 

repeatedly during the service from various speakers, 

including members of Lawrie’s own family.

The cortege was led by the traditional “riderless horse”.  

This practice goes back to the days of Genghis Khan 

when the deceased soldier’s horse was butchered at 

the graveside and mourners feasted on the roasted 

horse flesh.  Today, the tradition is a little more civilized 

– fortunately for the horse.  The empty boots set in 

the stirrups, and facing the wrong direction, represent 
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the fallen soldier’s final farewell to the troops.  Full 

acknowledgement must be given to members of the 

Police Pipes and Drums and the Mounted Police Unit who 

prepared and processioned in the pouring rain.
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Annual General Meeting of QRPA held at Police 

Headquarters, Brisbane.  

Guest Speaker – Assistant Commissioner, Ethical 

Standards Command, Chris Jory, gave an extensive 

insight on where the QPS is now, an indication of what 

will happen following the 100 Day Review and the return 

to duty on 15 September 2025 of Commissioner Steve 

Gollschewski.

Result of the election of officers on the State 

Management Committee:

The following nominations were received and resulted in 

the election of the following members:

State President – Gregory Lance Early, Senior State Vice 

President – Robert Matthew Pease, State Treasurer – 

Jillian Steinkamp, State Secretary – Christopher Sang, 

State Vice Presidents – Robert Atkinson, Alex Granlund 

and Peter Garnett Gleeson, and Assistant State Secretary 

– Patrick John Philp.

Result of the election of Welfare Officers:

The following nominations were received and resulted in 

the election of the following members as Welfare Officers:  

David Walsh, Bob McCall, Sue Dawson and Lesley Trost.

Life Member Nominations put forward by relevant 

Branches,  recommended by the State Management 

Committee to the AGM and which were approved 

unanimously:

Senior Associate Member Geraldine Mary Byrne, Van 

Dieman’s Land Branch, Veteran Associate Member 

Jennifer Ann Johnston, Van Dieman’s Land Branch, 

Veteran Member Robert John Mackay, Darling Downs 

Branch, Geradus Stevens, Logan Beenleigh Branch, 

Veteran Associate Member Denise Ann Sullivan, Gold 

Coast Branch, Veteran Associate Member Patricia Ethel 

Priddle, Redlands Branch and Veteran Member Leigh 

Trevor Gorrie, Redlands Branch.

New members:  Former Detective Senior Sergeant 

Margaret Maureen Cassidy, Sunshine Coast, former 

Senior Sergeant Denise Mehmed, Sunshine Coast, former 

Detective Sergeant (NSW Police) Derick Roy Pyrah, Hervey 

Bay, former Inspector David John Nevin, Redlands, 

former Senior Sergeant John Hodge, State, former 

Constable Patricia Mary Henigan, Logan Beenleigh, 

former Senior Constable (ACT Police) Peter James 

Polkinghorne, Darling Downs, former Senior Constable 

Thomas Richard McKaskill, Van Diemen’s Land, former 

Sergeant Graham Peter Burridge, Van Diemen’s Land, 

former Inspector David Gordon Robertson, Sunshine 

Coast, former Superintendent Stephen Dominic Munro, 

Sunshine Coast, former Detective Senior Constable 

Robert Stanley Leadbeatter, Hervey Bay, former Sergeant 

Conrad Martens, Gold Coast, former James Barry Randall, 

Bundaberg, former Senior Sergeant Ian James Gall, Far 

North Queensland, former Detective Senior Sergeant 

(Tasmania Police) Adam John Stanwix, Rockhampton, 

former Constable (Bolton, England Police) Philip 

Harrison, Rockhampton and former Senior Constable 

Alvyn John Servin, Darling Downs.

New Associate Members:  Robyn Lynette Alcock, fit and 

proper person, Hervey Bay, Peter Anthony Widt, fit and 

proper person, Hervey Bay, Melissa Leigh Lovejoy, spouse 

of new member Graham Peter Burridge, Vicki Maria 

Leadbeatter, spouse of new member Bob Leadbeatter, 

Hervey Bay, Patricia Rodwell, fit and proper person, Far 

North Queensland and Watthana Murdoch, spouse of 

member Danny Murdoch, Ipswich.  

QRPA CERTIFICATES
Veteran Member (75 years & 10 years continuous 

financial membership.  Kevin Francis Burger, Mackay 

Whitsunday, John Patrick Burns, State, Anthony Leo Sheil, 

State, David John Walsh, State, Kevin Lance Edward, 

Redlands, Robert Patrick Joseph Good, Darling Downs, 

Trevor John Spencer, Logan Beenleigh and Rodney Bruce 

Strong, Bundaberg.  

Veteran Associate Member (75 years & 10 years 

continuous financial membership)  Dawn Trace, Ipswich 

and Anne Henrietta Baldock, Van Diemen’s Land.  
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Senior Member (65 years & 10 years continuous 

financial membership) – Allan Dale, State, Kenneth 

Malcolm Hubbard, Near North Coast, James Martin Ryan, 

Redlands, Leith Reid Lindsay, Hervey Bay, Richard Wayne 

Mills, Far North Queensland and Keith Charles Schultz, 

Near North Coast.

Senior Associate Member (65 years & 10 years 

continuous financial membership) -  Jessica Margaret 

Frater, Mackay Whitsunday, Angela Kim Hodgson, Far 

North Queensland and Robyn Elizabeth Selwood, Near 

North Coast.     

90 and Over:  Ronald William Ehlers, Redlands, 92 on 21 

July 2025, Sonya Diane Fels, State, 91 on 29 July 2025, 

Caroline Louise Hartwig, Near North Coast, 92 on 25 

July 2025, Ramsay (Ron) Hastie, Logan Beenleigh, 97 

on 22 July 1928, Graham Frederick Kassulke, Sunshine 

Coast, 90 on 5 July 2025, Roger Paul Barlow, Hervey Bay, 

93 on 4 August 2025, Donald John Braithwaite, State, 

94 on 22 August 2025, Vincent Joseph Bye, Townsville, 

99 on 8 August 2025, Ailsa Joy Collins, Hervey Bay, 95 

on 30 August 2025, Ronald William Lewis, Redlands, 

91 on 25 August 2025, Thomas Joseph Mahon, Near 

North Coast, 91 on 8 August 2025, Neville Leslie Graham 

Taylor, State, 94 on 24 August 2025, Thomas Richard 

Young, Rockhampton, 97 on 31 August 2025, Marion 

Lillian Allison, Gympie, 93 on 13 September 2025,  Eric 

Roy Cargill, Darling Downs, 94 on 24 September 2025, 

Margaret Joan Dwyer, Gympie, 93 on 28 September 

2025, Samuel Lewis Hopper, Near North Coast, 91 on 

21 September 2025, Walter George Lane, State, 93 on 

12 September 2025 and Douglas George McKinnon, 

Redlands, 91 on 13 September 2025.  

100 and Over:   Nil.  

OBITUARIES – MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
MEMBERS.
Veteran Member and former Constable First Class 

Tasmania Police Adrianus Hans Vervaart passed 29-05-

2025 aged 85 years, Veteran Member, former Detective 

Senior Sergeant Rowland Graham Leadbetter passed 23-

05-2025 aged 82 years, former Sergeant 2nd Class William 

Robert Lane passed 03-07-2025 aged 88 years, Veteran 

Associate Member Norah Gwenllian Spreadborough 

passed 04-07-2025 aged 93 years,  Veteran Member and 

former Inspector Ian Ross Townsley passed 10-06-2025 

aged 78 years, Life Member, former Superintendent Brian 

Douglas Bensley passed on 15-06-2025 aged 88 years, 

Veteran Member and former Inspector John Randal Wilde 

passed 09-06-2024 aged 84 years, Veteran Member and 

former Assistant Commissioner Lawrence Noel Witham 

passed 28 July 2025 aged 89 years, Veteran Member and 

former Deputy Commissioner Robert Colin Kirkpatrick 

passed 7 July 2025 aged 89 years, Veteran Member, 

former Detective Senior Constable John William Bryce 

Hawkins passed 9 July 2025 aged 84 years, Member and 

former Superintendent Harry Anthony Rand passed 5 

August 2025 aged 72 years, Member and former Inspector 

Graham Duncan Smith passed 11 August 2025 aged 78 

years and Life Member and former Sergeant Second Class 

Vincent Joseph Bye passed 20 August 2025 aged 99 years.  

Non Members: Former Chief Superintendent Francis 

Cecil Wagner passed on 13-03-2025 aged 84 years, former 

Senior Sergeant Janet Loch Makepeace passed on 01-

03-2025, former QPS Officer Douglas John Tronc passed 

on 31-03-2025 aged 83 years, former QPS Officer Keith 

Hambleton passed on 21-03-2025, former QPS member 

Barry Easy, passed 22 April 2025 aged 88 years, former 

QPS member Anthony Martin (Tony) Coates, passed 7 May 

2025 aged 72 years, former QPS member Vivian Walter 

Partridge, passed 6 May 2025 aged 72 years, former QPS 

Sergeant Francis Falappi, passed 9 May 2025, former QPS 

Officer Lecia Ann Brown passed on 17-05-2025, former 

Queensland Police Officer Cedrick L Nash, passing date 

unknown and former QPS Detective Sergeant Gregory 

Thomas Carr passed 18 August 2025 aged 73 years.  

Family:  Judith Lorna Jones passed 20 May 2024, widow 

of deceased QRPA member Elwyn George Jones.  

AROUND THE BRANCHES: 
BUNDABERG
Meeting held on 27 June 2025.  Welfare:  Margaret Francis 

was hospitalised after a fall where she received broken 

ribs.  She was in The Friendlies Hospital.  Chris Sidey 

is doing Ok – has good and bad days.  Adrian Mergard 

is going OK.  Robyn Bond was having day surgery and 

couldn’t attend the meeting.  The annual Christmas 

luncheon will return to the RSL Club on 3 December 

2025.  The White China Restaurant was very generous in 

sponsorship of the Bowls Day this year so members are 

going to attend the White China for Lunch on 4 July to 

thank them for their donations and present a certificate 

of appreciation to the management.  John Lewis 

indicated he was going to meet with the Sandhills Bowls 

Club manager tomorrow to lock in the date for the 2026 

Charity Bowls Day.  Mick Harvey gave a very entertaining 

presentation regarding his trip to Italy and the cruise on 

the Mediterranean Sea.  Monthly meeting held on 25th 

July 2025.  Welfare:  Rowan Bond reported that Robyn 

Bond was in Brisbane attending a specialist appointment 

and had surgery on 11th August at the Wesley Hospital.  

Mick Harvey reported that he had been told by the 

Events Manager of the Club that the $500 booking fee 

would be returned if the were left undamaged etc.  Steve 

Allen has formulated a Facebook Page.  Steve will be 

the administrator.  It is a public page while everyone 

joins and then it will be made a private page.  The page 

can be found at Bundaberg QPRA for those interested.  

Alan Edgerton reported that the Bundaberg Branch 

team won the recent Bowls day they competed in.  Bob 

Materna reported that he won the C Grade Championship 

at the Gin Gin Golf Day.  Annual general meeting held 

on 25 July 2025.  The election of officers resulted as 

follows:  President – John Lewis, Vice President – Mick 

Harvey,  Secretary – Rowan Bond, Treasurer – Julie 

SP
R

IN
G

 2025



Q
U

EEN
SLA

N
D

 P
O

LIC
E U

N
IO

N
 JO

U
R

N
A

L

1 4 9

Sharpe, Assistant Secretary – Rod Dunham, Newsletter 

Editor – John Lewis, Welfare Officer – Mary Waugh, 

Bowls Co-ordinator Alan Edgerton and Golf Co-ordinator 

– Bob Materna.  Meeting held on 29 August 2025.  An 

application to join the QRPA by James Barry Randall was 

recommended for approval.  Welfare:  It was reported 

that Robyn Bond was recovering from recent surgery.  

Alen Edgerton has been in contact with Jack Field 

who has been in good spirits.  John Lewis reported he 

had been speaking with Rod Strong who is also on the 

mend.  President John Lewis is working Certificates of 

Appreciation to be presented to supporters and sponsors 

of the Grannie Pearce Memorial Bowls Day.  Next meeting 

26 September 2025. 

(Secretary – Rowan Bond – 0408 28483

GOLD COAST
Meeting held on 3 June 2025.  Garry Binding had 

a brief hospital visit in late May for a minor medical 

procedure (all good now).  Applications to join the QRPA 

by retired Inspectors Graeme Smith and Bruce Kuhn were 

recommended for approval.    Guest Speaker was Social 

Secretary Denise Sullivan who provided an outline of life 

as a policeman’s wife (husband – Veteran member Colin) 

in the small community of Cardwell, North Queensland.  

Denise then went onto provide life as a publican with 

Denise and Colin running Hotels throughout Queensland 

after Colin left the QPS.  Update on Michael Sparke 

as at 21 06 25.  Mike underwent another operation on 

Wednesday at John Flynn Hospital, this time to insert 

a pacemaker.  There were no issues with the operation 

and he was returned to the ICU to recover.  Meeting 

held on 1 July 2025.  Welfare:  Michael Sparke had a hip 

replacement in mid-May and was progressing very well.  

However, in early June he had a fall resulting in a serious 

break to his right leg.  This required another operation 

to reset the leg.  According to the surgeon, the operation 

was very difficult and as a result  Michael was admitted 

to the Intensive Care Unit of John Flynn Hospital  in an 

induced coma.  He eventually awoke a few days later and 

was operated on again, this time to insert a pacemaker.  

He was later released from the ICU and transferred to 

the Orthopaedic Ward.  On Monday of this week (30 June 

2025), Michael was transferred to the rehabilitation ward 

where he will be undergoing rehabilitation for several 

weeks, if not months.  David Manfield was recovering 

back in Sydney after his heart valve operation in mid-May.  

His surgeon is happy with the results of the operation and 

David sounds a lot better than he was a couple of months 

ago and he advises he feels like a different person.  Des 

Sorensen advised Pat Crotty was at that time in hospital.  

Guest Speaker:  Senior Sergeant Brad Rix who spoke 

on ‘Jack’s Law’ which provides  the power for police to 

use an electronic wand to search individuals for knives 

and edged weapons in certain public places.  There was 

an initial trial in respect of the law in entertainment 

precincts like Surfers Paradise.  The law has now 

been expanded to other places throughout the state.  

Luncheon held at Twin Towns on 15 July 2025:  Forty 

one members/guests had paid to attend the luncheon but 

on the day five could not attend.  Special guests were two 

Directors from Twin Towns RSL Club – Brian Brown and 

Sharon Styman, Acting Assistant Commissioner Mellisa 

Adams, QBank Director Paul Wilson and Grant Spooner, 

QBank, Tanya Del-Amico and Julie Pritchard from White 

Lady Funerals and Leah Kahika, QPS Chaplain.  They 

had nine lucky door prizes and thirty three raffle prizes.  

Annual and general meetings held on 5 August 2025:  

Welfare Officer Murray Underwood chaired the election 

of officers with the following result:  President – Gerry 

McKendry, Senior Vice President – Murray Underwood, 

Junior Vice President – Russell Robertson, Secretary – 

Doug Lawlor, Assistant Secretary/Treasurer – position 

not filled, Treasurer – Doug Lawlor, Social Secretary 

– Denise Sullivan and Welfare Officers – Col Sullivan, 

Russell Robertson, Murray Underwood and Christine 

Dewey.  General meeting: 5 August 2025.  President 

Gerry McKendry presented Wally Siganto with his 

Veteran Member Certificate and Graeme Millard accepted 

Beverly’s Veteran Associate Member Certificate on her 

behalf.  Welfare:  Helen Joachim recently underwent 

surgery for a serious issue.  Kev Sauer recently had a 

serious heart attack, spent some time in hospital and 

was then recovering at home.  Michael Sparke had been 

released from hospital and returned home (end of July).  

His recovery is progressing.  Michael’s partner, Dale 

Bentley had knee surgery on 01/08/2025.  Dale has since 

returned home to recover along with Michael.  David 

Manfield advises he has made a remarkable progress 

since his heart valve operation.  He returned to the  Gold 

Coast for Vietnam Veterans Day on 18 August 2025.  Due 

to the postponement of the original guest speakers, 

Russell Robertson kindly stepped in and provided an 

informative presentation on the Marine Rescue Service 

NSW.  Russell has been a volunteer of this organisation 

for 13-14 years.  Meeting held on 2 September 2025.  

The 2025 NPRD service will be held at the Highway 

Church, 351 Creek Street, Ormeau.  Guest Speaker was 

Patrick Medway AM who spoke about Policing the Cyprus 

Conflict.  Patrick is a former member of the NSW Police 

Force and currently a member of the NSW RPA.  He 

was among the first Australian police deployments to 

Cyprus in 1964.  This was in response to a request to the 

Federal Government from the Secretary General  of the 

United Nations Organisation  to provide a Contingent 

of 40 Australian Police personnel to the United Nations 

Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP) Mission where a civil war had 

broken out between the Greeks and Turkish Cypriots.  

This contingent also comprised of several officers from 

Queensland as well as other Australian Police Services.  

A very interesting presentation and well received by all 

members present.  At the conclusion of the presentation, 

he was presented with the new QRPA Challenge Coin by 

way of appreciation for his presentation.  Next meeting:  7 

October 2025. 

(Secretary-Treasurer Doug Lawlor 0414 351 257)
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GYMPIE:
After much discussion it was decided to hold the annual 

luncheon at the Southside Bowls Club  on 27 August 

2025.  Secretary Wayne McDonald presented Rod Frain 

with his Senior Member Certificate.  Minutes of the AGM 

and General Meeting held at the Victory Hotel on  30 July 

2025.  The result of the election of officers:  President – 

Keith Bunkum, Vice President – Mark Butler, Treasurer 

-  Kevin Lewis explained that he would be standing down 

from this position due to many other commitments.  No 

one attending put their name forward.  Kevin Lewis told 

the members he would continue as caretaker Treasurer 

until another is appointed.  Secretary -  Wayne McDonald.  

Welfare Officers - Annabel Andrews, Norm Breen and 

Tony Barton.  General meeting:  Welfare: Glen Teske 

talked of his wife Tammy having chemo treatment which 

will continue for most of this year.  Aub Nieborg advised 

those present that it would be his final meeting as he 

was moving over to Western Australia to be with family.  

Meeting held at the Tin Can Bay Sports Club on 3 

September 2025.  Welfare: Keith Bunkum mentioned that 

Glenn Teske has Dialysis several times a week and has his 

good and bad days.  General Business: Secretary Wayne 

McDonald mentioned that Treasurer Kevin Lewis, as was 

mentioned at the AGM,  had stood down due to other 

commitments.  Despite pleas for someone to take on this 

role, the position remains unfilled.  The Annual Luncheon 

on 27 August 2025 was a great day with 22 attending 

including State Secretary Chris Sang and wife Tina.  Jason 

Goodwin, Vice President of Police Legacy and Paul Wilson 

from QBANK attended and all three gave great speeches 

and good advice.  Also in attendance was Michelle Perrett 

wife of Hon Anthony (Tony) Perrett MP for Gympie.  

Next Meeting 5 November 2025.   

(Secretary – Wayne McDonald, 0406 728 070).

LOGAN-BEENLEIGH:
Meeting held on 25th June 2025.  Sergeant Mick Gardiner, 

EORT, was invited back to give another presentation.  

He spoke about the early days from 1971 when the 

Australian  Army ran the first police training course and 

two Queensland officers were trained.  Mick gave the 

meeting a run through a number of bomb and explosive 

related incidents from 1876 at Charters Towers when 

5,000 railway detonation caps were accidently tipped into 

a fire during a fist fight, causing a massive fatal explosion, 

through to 2022 when a male person opened a bucket 

which had been left in his garage and it exploded.  The 

bucket contained explosives and a large number of nails.  

Mick has written a book called Blast from the Past and all 

profits go to Qld Police Legacy.  Bare Foot Bowls.  All in 

all, it was a thoroughly enjoyable morning with everyone 

enjoying themselves.  There were awards presented:  Best 

female was Chris Francis, best male was John Ellsworth, 

most gutter balls female was Noreen Wheatley and 

most gutter balls male was Kevin Francis.  President Col 

Thorne indicated he had met with Chief Superintendent 

Mel Adams and had discussed the Branch being advised 

of who is retiring.  Welfare:  Wayne Coyne was  resting 

at home.  Kylie Thomas – Logan Police Chaplain – has 

had heart issues and was  recovering.  Des Libke was 

slowly recovering from his issues.  Noreen Wheatley 

had a broken wrist after a fall.  Andy Watt was on the 

improve.  Monthly and annual general meeting held 

on 23rd July 2025.  Special guests: Paul Wilson – Q Bank 

Director, Grant Spooner Q Bank Relationship manager 

and Acting Detective Superintendent  Scott Knowles, 

Regional Crime Coordinator,  South Eastern Region.  Vice 

President Kay Halford conducted the election of the 

President which resulted in Colin Thorne being re-elected.  

Colin then conducted the remainder of the election of 

officers with the following result:  Vice President – Kay 

Halford,  Secretary – Wayne Barnes, Treasurer – Lee 

Thorne and Welfare Officer – Greg Davidson.  Monthly 

meeting:  Possible new member: Tony Hartman formerly 

at Bundaberg has moved to Logan area and is interested 

in joining Logan Beenleigh Branch.  Q Bank guests, Paul 

Wilson and Grant Spooner spoke briefly about the history 

of Q Bank and the services it provides to members.  QR 

code scams are on the rise with fraudsters now sticking 

malicious QR codes over the codes in restaurants etc.  

When people go to use the QR code on the table to 

order their meals and drinks, the money is paid into 

a criminal account and not the business that you are 

attending.  Meeting held on 27 August 2025.  President 

Col welcomed  Jasmine Higgett and Natalie Hardy from 

St Johns Ambulance; also Tony Hart who has transferred 

from Bundaberg to Logan Beenleigh.  An Honorary 

Member Certificate for Padre Pete was received and 

will be presented to him at the next opportunity.  Guest 

speakers:  St Johns Ambulance managers Jasmine Higgett 

and Natalie Hardy.  Jasmine advised that St Johns was a 

Not-for-Profit organisation and spoke about its history.  

It  has been operating for 140 years but has been traced 
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back to the Crusades where several Knights formed a 

group that provided support for crusaders.  St Johns 

operate the ambulance services in several Australian 

states and in New Zealand.  Jasmine also spoke about 

the programs operated by St Johns included youth 

and community support.  These programs are mainly 

staffed by volunteers.  The community support programs 

include community callers who ring daily and check that 

everything is alright.  There have been occasions where 

the person hasn’t answered which resulted in welfare 

checks being made to the address.  Natalie spoke about 

the courses that St Johns operates and recommended 

that everyone should have first aid knowledge even if 

it is just basic.  Natalie also spoke about the operation 

and importance of a portable defibrillator.  Later it 

was resolved to donate $300 to St Johns Ambulance.  

Bob Burns has raised an idea of having a NPRD at the 

Tamrookum Anglican Cemetery which is the burial place 

of Constable Doyle who was killed on duty in 1902.   This 

suggestion was met with interest.  Suggestion that 

members could travel to the church by bus, Padre Pete 

could conduct a service at the site and then members 

could lunch at  Club Beaudesert.  This matter to be further 

discussed.  A bus trip has been arranged for 16 October 

2025.  Welfare Report by Greg Davidson:  Teg Roberts wife 

has had a fall and is quite unwell.  Terry Ahern's myeloma 

is in remission.  Joy Maloney, Max's wife, has been unwell 

as we know and her condition remains unchanged.  Andy 

Watt is looking a lot better.  Noreen’s broken wrist has 

required resetting.  Jimmy Wagner missed Wednesday's 

meeting after a big day Tuesday with Lola's doctor's 

appointment and visiting family in the evening.  John 

Enright is currently confined to bed and is being cared 

for by Anne.  He has blue care visiting daily.  It was great 

to see Eileen, Noreen and Greg Spies at the meeting 

after their orthopaedic procedures.  No further General 

Business.  Next meeting:  24 September 2025. 

(Secretary Kevin Francis 0401 668 760)

SUNSHINE COAST:
Meeting held on 24 June 2025.  Guest Speaker:  Sunshine 

Coast District Duty Officer and Training Officer Senior 

Sergeant Michael Froggett.  Domestic Violence calls for 

service dominate police time today with minimum time 

for staff to attend to other calls for assistance.  PolAir 

is now in service on the Sunshine Coast between Wide 

Bay and Moreton areas.  Air support is now vital to the 

dictates of daily policing.  Suffice to say,  daily duties 

Policing today shares very little with how our membership 

remembers those same duties.  Welfare report: Richard 

Turpin -  The welfare Officer, presented his report.  Dick 

keeps personal records over a number of members who 

continue to experience ongoing medical issues which 

prevent meeting attendance in the main.  The monthly 

and annual general meetings were held on 22 July 

2025.  President and Welfare Officer Dick Turpin indicated 

he had contacted several Branch members who are in ill 

health.  He also expressed appreciation for all Committee 

members for their assistance during the year; also Narelle 

Walker for compiling and editing the monthly newsletter 

Cop This as well as the ladies who contribute to every 

meeting and event without request.  Applications to join 

the QRPA by Strephen Munro and David Robertson were 

recommended for approval.  Both former members gave 

a brief outline of their service in the QPS.  The election 

of officers was conducted by State President Greg Early 

with the following result:  President – Dick Turpin, Vice 

President – Howard Glass, Treasurer Steve Maney, 

Secretary – Joanne Pitt and Welfare Officer – Dick Turpin.  

Meeting held on 26 August 2025.  Meeting held on 26 

August 2025.  President and Welfare Officer Dick Turpin 

mentioned several members whom he had contacted, 

some of whom continue to experience various degrees of 

poor health.  Bomb Technician Sergeant Mick Gardiner, 

whose previous appearance was delayed somewhat due 

to his health,  spoke to a powerpoint presentation which 

was enlightening in every respect.  Mick has now sold 

500 copies of his book entitled Blast from the Past with 

$5,000.00 going to the Queensland Police Legacy Scheme.  

He has now presented at the following QRPA Branches:  

Ipswich, Gold Coast, Logan-Beenleigh, Redlands, Brisbane 

and Gladstone.   

(Secretary – Joanne Pitt – 0421 190 879)
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ROCKHAMPTON: 
Meeting held on 2 July 2025.  Visitors: Adam Stanwix 

retired TASPOL; Philip Harrison retired UK Police.  A 

minute’s silence was held in remembrance of Senior 

Constable Keith Smith, Tasmania Police, who was 

murdered on 16 June.  Annual General Meeting:   QPS 

Chaplain Adrian Tabone acted as the returning officer 

with the following result:  President: Barry Self, Vice 

President: No nominations – position to remain vacant 

for the time being.  Secretary Treasurer - Dennis Smith,  

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer: No nominations received.  

Position Vacant.  Welfare Officers:  Barry Self and Terry 

Connolly.  Meeting held on  6 August 2025.  President 

Barry Self welcomed members and the following to 

the meeting:  QPS Chaplain Rev A Tabone, Constable 

Leighton Johannesen and John Dallow, prospective 

member.  The next BBQ at Cockscomb will be held 

on 21 September 2025.  The Gladstone luncheon was 
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attended by six members.  A minute’s silence was held in 

remembrance of former Assistant Commissioner Lawrie 

Witham.  (Lawrie was once in charge of the Central 

Region based on Rockhampton).  Applications to join 

the QRPA by Adam John Stanwix and Phillip Harrison 

were recommended for approval.  An Honorary Member 

Certificate was presented to fairly new QPS Chaplain for 

Central Region Adrian Tabone in the presence of former 

QPS Chaplain for Central Region and now Constable 

Leighton Johannesen.  Leighton is now stationed at 

Rockhampton Station.  Meeting held on 3 September 

2025:    A minute’s silence was held in memory of the 

two murdered Vic Pol members and best wishes made 

for the swift recovery of the wounded officer.  Members 

were urged to advise the Secretary of their attendance 

at the Cockscomb BBQ on 21 Septrember 2025 for 

catering purposes.  It was recommended Social events: 

Cockscomb BBQ -21 September – members urged to 

advise the secretary of their attendance for catering 

purposes.  It was recommended that  the social events at 

the Cockscomb Retreat be rescheduled so they don’t fall 

during school holidays.  Member Stan Stanwix advised he 

will be participating in the Wall-to-Wall ride to Canberra 

commencing on 13 September.  Stan also indicated his 

wife Rachel (ex-NT Police) could be a prospective new 

member.  The annual dinner will be held at Bartlets 

Tavern on 17 November 2025.  Next meeting: 8 October 

2025.   

(Secretary/Treasurer:  Dennis Smith – 0408 321 416)

SOUTHERN DOWNS AND GRANITE BELT:
The annual general meeting was held on 12 July 2024 

at the Condamine Sports Club, Warwick.  Tina Bowen, 

Secretary of Redlands Branch, conducted the election 

of officers with the following result:  President – Laurie 

Bell, Vice President – Brett Barney, Secretary –Brian 

Cannon, Assistant Secretary – Monica O’Mara, Treasurer 

– Monica O’Mara, Welfare Officers – Tenterfield – Laurie 

Bell and Brian and Jill Cannon:  Warwick – Monica 

O’Mara, Brian Cannon and Laurie Bell.  The AGM was 

followed by a luncheon This was followed by a luncheon 

with guests from near and far.  Words   by Secretary 

Brian Cannon follow.  Once again Michelle ‘I’m never 

doing this again’ Barney kept the pace in good order as 

Mistress of Ceremonies.  Members and guest totalled 

42, with contingents from Redlands and Darling Downs 

Branches.  State Management was represented by the 

familiar jovial presence of Alex Granlund.  The QPS was 

represented by A/Asst Commissioner Kerry Johnson & 

A/Sen Sergt Shane Reid.  QBank director Dan Keating 

again made a return to his ancestral home, having strong 

family connections to Warwick and the Condamine’s 

preceding entity, Langham’s Hotel.  Police Legacy, a 

constant invitee to the luncheon, was represented 

Jason Goodwin, accompanied by his wife Tracey.  Also 

providing a familiar ecclesiastical spectre was the region’s 

police chaplain Jeff Baills, with a much-needed blessing 

and homily.  As the meal progressed, various speakers 

provided the meeting with interesting glimpses across 

a spectrum of activities.  A special guest, introduced by 

member Wayne Smith, was Bob Burns, accompanied by 

his lovely wife Raylee.  Bob has a very strong connection 

with the Friends of the Queensland Police Museum and 

is currently that organisation’s President.  Bob kindly 

provided a presentation highlighting holdings at the 

museum situated within Police Headquarters.  He also 

gave some insights as to acquisitions of the Museum and 

some surprising locations of some of the artefacts.  Few 

knew a QPS ceremonial sword has a vice-regal home, on 

display at Government House, available to the incumbent 

to ward off unwanted interlopers!  The highlight of Bob’s 

presentation was a pictorial expose of various police 

graves throughout the State and even overseas.  Each 

obviously has its own story and provided some members 

with memories of colleagues and friends of old, now 

residing in the beat in the sky.  The work of the Friends 

in providing safe haven for the relics of the organisation 

and their location and restoration of sites and graves of 

significance, acknowledging and celebrating the history 

of policing in Queensland is constant and noteworthy.  

Jason Goodwin provided the meeting with some startling 

statistics regarding the number of families who are 

assisted by Police Legacy.  The scheme still maintains 

outstanding support to families of passed and seriously 

ill retired officers.  The last financial year the number was 

56, with 86 young people from 4 to 25 years of age having 

their educational expenses met.  When you consider that 

the Scheme was established in 1971, with over nearly 60% 

of its current income coming from serving QPS members, 

coupled with a board comprising of serving and retired 

members, many of long standing, it truly embodies the 

strength of the ‘Police Family’.  Fr Jeff Baills, introduced 

by member Heather Whiting, provided the gathering 

with an exaltation to be mindful of each other, to reach 

out and support those in the ‘family’ in need of kind 

words, understanding and encouragement.  Throughout 

the luncheon, the conversations among all attendees 

provided scope for memories to be recalled, life after 

policing to be emphasised and friendships, old and new, 

evident.  The venue and meals are superb and we are 

forever grateful of the largesse and support of Functions 
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Manager Rachel, and the whole team at the Condi.  The 

branch remains strong and, while the travel is at times 

limiting, the constancy of support among the membership 

remains a constant.  Meeting held on 5 September 2025:  

Fourteen  members and friends met at the Stanthorpe 

RSL Club.  A special welcome was given to Andy  and 

Leanne Williams.  Due to work commitments at the winery 

(Hidden Creek) this was the first meeting they were able 

to attend in such a long while.  All stayed to enjoy lunch 

and a good chat in the down stairs function room.  Due to 

a number members travelling at present, attendance has 

been down.  The NPRD service will be held at the Uniting 

Church in Warwick.   

(Brian Cannon – Secretary – 0476 156 968

MACKAY-WHITSUNDAY.
Meeting held on 21 June 2025.  As a result of an 

invitation being received received from Superintendent 

Dean Cavanagh, District Officer, Mackay, to attend a 

Police Award Ceremony at Harrup Park Country Club on 

Monday 7  July 2025, several members attended; further 

advice from the Superintendent to host a meeting at 

the Mackay Police Station, a tour of the building and a 

BBQ lunch at his expense.  (The latter will take place 

on 20 September 2025)  Welfare: Dennis Hansen and 

Graham Drury had spoken to Barry Downs who at that 

time was not feeling or coping very well.  Secretary Andre 

had spoken to Dave Gray on the morning of the meeting 

and he was again experiencing dizzy spells.  Andre also 

spoke to Terry Spreadborough (grandson) enquiring 

about Norah and at that time she was managing well.  

It was seen on Facebook that John Costello recently 

had knee surgery.  Social Report- Dianne: On 3 June 

seventeen members and guests had a lovely get together 

of members for dinner at Wests Leagues Club.  It was  

lovely to catch up with and chat to everyone.  Meetings 

held on 19 July 2025.  Vice President Doug Sologinkin 

conducted the election of officers with the following 

result:  President – Bob Maher, Vice President – Doug 

Sologinkin, Secretary – Andre Wijtenburg, Treasurer – 

Dianne Day,  Welfare Officer – Brian Cumming, Newsletter 

Editor – Bev Houley, Social Co-ordinator – Dianne Day 

and Raffles Co-ordinator – Lorraine Hansen.  President 

Bob Maher welcomed Dianne Day as Treasurer and Brian 

Cumming as Welfare Officer.  He also complimented Bev 

Houley, Barry Downs and Peter Howard for their several 

years of passionate, positive and dependable attitude to 

their respective positions, which remarks were applauded 

with acclamation by those present.  Monthly meeting:  

Welfare by Welfare Officer Peter Howard:   He spoke of 

the tragic passing of the wife of member Craig Joy.  Peter 

also mentioned that Barry Downs was managing and 

travelling okay, although dealing with a few medical 

issues, and also that Bev Houley was herself also dealing 

with a couple of medical issues.  Peter also mentioned 

that our member Graham Drury, although a very private 

person, was also still going through his recovery process 

regarding a medical issue.  One of the original foundation 

members of the Branch – Bob Faulkner - made contact 

recently advising he had just turned 80 and that he had 

undergone brain surgery.  He is currently living in Yamba.  

Margie Kussrow, another  foundation member, recently 

made contact regarding the passing of John Lovi.  She is 

doing okay – still having difficulties and problems with her 

eyesight -  and now lives in a nursing village in Woodford.  

Michelle Sheehan was on the mend from a bout of Covid; 

also that Sam was travelling okay at this stage with his 

condition.  With regards to the MWS QRPA flyer we made 

up in an effort to encourage membership, although we 

had delivered a copy to all local Police Stations around 

Mackay, and attached to Notice boards, Andre spoke with 

Mackay DO Dean Cavanagh and requested him to send a 

copy of the QRPA flyer to all OICs  in the Mackay District 

and asking for it to be placed on Notice boards at all 

Police Stations.  Dean also advised he would take copies 

with him on his trip visiting all Police Station in the District 

including those in the mining towns and ensure a copy is 

placed on the notice boards.  Several members attended 

the Medals and Awards Presentations on 7 July 2025 as 

well as the funeral services of Veteran Associate Member 

Norah Spreadborough on 17 July 2025  and Senior 

Associate member John Lovi on 18 July 2025.  Meeting 

held on 16 August 2025 at Whitsunday Police Station 

at Cannonvale.  The OIC of the station, Senior Sergeant 

Anthony Moynihan, hosted the meeting and  gave an 

excellent and very interesting talk to the group.  His talk 

covered  his Service History as well as comments about 

policing generally and particularly in the Whitsunday 

Division.  Welfare by Brian Cumming:  Tony Wakefield is 

suffering from Parkinsons Disease.  Tony had also advised 

that his wife is currently in Homefield.  He is visiting 

regularly and managing for the moment.  While  Graham 

Drury  believes he is for the moment, cancer free, he is 

having a lot of trouble with his lungs.  Andre spoke with 

Barry Downs.  He is not doing real good.  He is struggling 

terribly with his lungs and cannot do anything for more 

than ten minutes.  Michelle Sheehan also addressed the 

meeting giving a sad and detailed account of her husband 

Sam’s  terrible experience  suffering with prostate cancer.  

The candlelight vigil will be held at Old Town Hall Park, 

Mackay, and the NPRD service will be held at St Patricks 

Catholic Church.  Next meeting:  At the new QPS facility at 

110 Wood Street, Mackay, on 20 September 2025. 

(Secretary A.  Wijtenburg 0427 230 840)
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IPSWICH:
Meeting held on 12 June 2025.  Welfare Report by Bruce 

Raymond and Margie Kussrow: Bruce reported he had 

been in contact with Paul Gardiner who is unable to 

attend on a Thursday as he is undertaking music lessons.  

Doug and Dawn Trace are well but have mobility issues 

and are unable to attend.  He has been in contact with 

Barry Walden who was to attend the meeting but had a 

major dental issue.  Margie advised Reen McIntyre was in 

hospital suffering with pneumonia Iceland Experience: 

At very short notice Wendy O’Neill described in detail her 

recent trip to Iceland and other northern hemisphere 

destinations.  This came in handy as Bob and Jenny 

Bairstow are travelling to Iceland next year.  Magic Millions: 

Trevor Albury, master horse breeder, again at short notice 

spoke about a recent sale from his stud at Purga.  The 

sale was to Gai Waterhouse with the filly to never race in 

Australia but is destined to race at Royal Ascot.  Hospital 

Gymnasium: Greg Polzin spoke on the advantages of a 

gymnasium at the Ipswich General Hospital.  A referral 

from your GP is required.  Guest Speaker: Deanne 

Geddes is a registered nurse and educator of over ten 

years and the project coordinator for the Older Persons 

Care Collaborative, a project within the University of 

Queensland.  The aim of the Collaborative is to bring 

together organizations, professionals and community 

to find and solve complex and unique problems in 

the care and lives of older people in the West Moreton 

Region.  Deanne provided an exceptionally well presented 

outline of the EMI (Emergency Medical Information) 

Book.  The booklet, magnetized to be attached to the 

‘fridge, contains information that would prove vital to 

emergency responders in the event of a serious health 

issue.  The book is designed to have your prior medical 

issues and current medications listed.  It appears QAS and 

Police have been informed of this process and will go to 

the ‘fridge looking for the booklet.  For those wishing to 

obtain a booklet please contact the Secretary – 0407 345 

500 or kenmartin1@bigpond.com.  Christmas in July 

2025 held on 10 July 2025.  Former Commissioner Bob 

Atkinson provided an insight into some of his previous 

police experiences.  State President Greg Early presented 

Barry Cannon with his Veteran Certificate and spoke about 

Barry’s career as ‘Beppo the Clown’.  (A remarkable story 

of entertainment through the PCYC and other venues).  

Nicki Steel again provided an afternoon of wonderful 

entertainment.  Her rendition of Amazing Grace brought 

tears to many an eye.  There were numerous raffle 

winners.  Meeting held on 14 August 2025.  Annual 

general meeting:  Bruce Raymond chaired the election 

with the following result:  Chairman – Ken Morris, Deputy 

Chairman – Dan Murdoch, Secretary-Treasurer – Ken 

Martin, Welfare Officer – Bruce Raymond, Assistant 

Welfare Officer – Margie Kussrow, Police Widow’s Co-

ordinator – Di McCrae, Raffle Co-ordinator – Di McCrae and 

Newsletter Editors – Maxine and Mal Renouf.  Monthly 

meeting:  Welfare Report: Denise King was to have a knee 

replacement.  Margie Kussrow had been in touch with Greg 

Daniels, Alison Yarrow, Bill Wilkinson, Dianne Hart and 

Beth Suhr.  Welfare officers have been unable to contact 

Ross Kreuger.  Ross and Linda Gorrie, Bruce Raymond and 

Ken Martin attended the funeral of the late Laurie Witham 

in Toogoolawah.  Bob Latter spoke on the celebration of 

life service held for the late John Hawkins.  Police Widow’s 

Coordinator Di thanked members for supporting the 

police widows through the Christmas in July luncheon.  

Guest Speaker: Karlie Fleming worked for 15 years as a 

civilian in the Queensland Police Service.  During this time 

Karlie worked as an Operational Intelligence Analyst and 

a Tactical Intelligence Analyst in several specialised units.  

She now runs her own business, Wolf Wellbeing, where 

she primarily works with first responders, educating them 

on the chronic impact of stress on the nervous system 

and teaching practical, science-backed breastwork tools 

to support their overall health and wellbeing.  Karlie has a 

bachelor degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice and a 

bachelor degree in Human Services.  She has an Advanced 

Diploma of Public Safety (Police Intelligence Operations), 

a level 1 Certificate in Breathwork Facilitator Training, a 

Nervous System Informed Certificate, a Trauma Informed 

Certificate and she is currently studying for a Diploma 

in Clinical Hypnotherapy and  Strategic Psychotherapy.  

Karlie, the niece of members Ted and Catherine Roberts, 

gave an in-depth insight into stress and the nervous 

system and in ways to overcome the slide into depression 

and other health issues impacting upon first responders.  

A very well received presentation.  Meeting held on 11 

September 2025.  Welfare Report by Bruce Raymond: 

Margie Kussrow attended the P.A.  Hospital in order to 

have her pacemaker checked.  Greg and Marilou Polzin 

called on Matt and Elaine Dale.  Matt is suffering from a 

bad back and has restricted movement while Elaine is 

still having a leg problem.  Bruce Raymond informed the 

meeting that retired police have been invited to lead this 

year’s NPRD march.  Guest Speaker:  Natalie Bennett, a 

dedicated Queensland police detective with an impressive 

38-year career spanning two states in Australia.  She 

comes from a police family of fifteen members serving 

in various states.  She has a deep connection to law 

enforcement and throughout her career she has travelled 

widely, meeting people from diverse backgrounds, and 

this has fostered her strong commitment to diversity 

and inclusivity both within the police service and her 

community.  Natalie plans to reflect on her long career and 

share insights about growing up in a police family.  She 

credits her upbringing for shaping her into the person she 

is today, offering a unique perspective on the intersection 

of family, law enforcement and personal growth.  Next 

meeting: 9 October 2025. 

(Ken Martin Secretary/Treasurer 0407 345 500)
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TOWNSVILLE.
The monthly and annual general meetings were held on 

2 July 2025.  Result of the election of officers:  President 

– Merv Johnston, Vice President – Brenden White, 

Secretary – John Urquhart, Treasurer – John Can, Welfare 

Officers – Peter Hardy and Ian Thomson and Roger Bow 

(Ingham) and Raffle Co-ordinators – Terry Lewthwaite 

and Linda Janetzki.  Monthly meeting:   In the absence 

of the Welfare Officers, John Urquhart  reported that 

Tony Goddard had been in Hospital and had part of one 

of his lungs removed;  he is recovering quite well.  Merv 

Johnston had his gall bladder removed on the previous 

Saturday and while doing the operation the Doctor found 

he also had a hernia.  Apparently, there was no charge for 

the extra operation.  Service History of Superintendent 

Brian Douglas Bensley, registered number 1253, as was 

read by Chief Inspector Roger Whyte at his funeral service: 

It is with immense pride and respect that I stand here 

today, representing the Queensland Police Service, to 

present the Statement of Service for our former colleague 

Superintendent Brian Douglas Bensley – who served 

the community of Queensland and our organisation 

with integrity, courage, professionalism and pride.  We 

gather here today to honour and celebrate the life of a 

remarkable man — Brian Douglas Bensley.  A man whose 

name, for many, is synonymous with integrity, service, 

and unwavering dedication.  His journey through life 

was not just marked by the passage of time, but by the 

impact he made on countless lives and communities 

across Queensland.  Brian began his career in the 

Queensland Police Service on the 1st of October 1962, as 

a Probationary Constable at the Depot.  From that very 

first day, he wore his uniform not just as a job, but as a 

calling — a commitment to justice, to community, and to 

compassion.  His early days took him to Roma Street and 

the Traffic Branch in Brisbane, where he quickly earned 

a reputation for diligence and fairness.  But it was in the 

Juvenile Aid Bureau, starting in 1969, where Brian’s true 

character shone.  He believed in second chances.  He 

believed that young people, even those who had lost 

their way, deserved guidance, not judgment.  And he gave 

them that — with patience, empathy, and strength.  Over 

the years, Brian rose through the ranks — from Constable 

to Senior Constable, then Sergeant, Senior Sergeant, 

Inspector, and finally, Superintendent.  Each promotion 

was not just a recognition of his skill, but of his leadership, 

his wisdom, and his ability to inspire those around him.  

He served in Brisbane, Bowen, Townsville, and the Gold 

Coast, always bringing with him a sense of calm, a sharp 

mind, and a deep sense of duty.  Whether he was working 

in the Crime Investigation Branch or leading Special 

Projects in the Northern Region, Brian never lost sight of 

the people behind the cases — the families, the victims, 

the communities.  He retired in July 1993, after more than 

30 years of service.  But his legacy didn’t retire with him.  It 

lives on in the officers he mentored, the youth he guided, 

and the communities he helped protect.  To his family — 

thank you for sharing Brian with us.  His service came with 

sacrifice, and we are forever grateful.  To his colleagues 

and friends — we remember not just the officer, but the 

man.  The one who led with strength, and who always 

stood up for what was right.  Brian Douglas Bensley was 

more than a police officer.  He was a protector, a mentor, 

a leader, and a friend.  And though he may have laid down 

his badge, his spirit of service will never fade.  May he 

rest in peace, knowing he made a difference.  Meeting 

held on 6 August 2025.  Visitors:  Lorraine Finlay and 

Trevor Hunter.  Guests:  Janelle Poole and Candice 

Payne.  A special welcome was given by President Merv 

Johnston to former Senior Sergeant Janelle Poole  APM 

MP Member for Mundingburra, Assistant Minister for 

Community Safety, Defence Industry, Veterans and 

North Queensland.  Also, and to members who had not 

been able to attend for some time, Warren and Margaret 

Butterworth  and Stan and Rose Goffin; also to visitors 

Trevor Hunter and Lorraine Finlay.  Welfare:   Gordon 

Thomas had several falls at home  and was admitted to 

the Townsville university hospital.  Apparently, he had a 

urinary tract infection.  He was contacted on the morning 

of the meeting and had returned home.  Tony Goddard 

had been re-admitted to hospital in Ayr.  His kidney 

functions packed it in over the previous few days.  A 

special “Good-o.n.y.a” (Over ninety years award) card was 

presented to Rose Goffin by President Merv to celebrate 

her 90th birthday.  Townsville Branch member Wayne 

Lord was recognized with his service medal for 50 years 

as a member of the Queensland Police Service.  He retired 

as a Sergeant in 2017 and has since then taken up duty 

in the Communications Centre in Townsville.  For advice 

on keeping your caravan from rolling downhill, don't ask 

Merv Johnston unless you want to end up in a moonboot 

for months.  Everyone has a friend that enjoys tricking 

them or scaring them and thinks it’s funny.  Everyone in 
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the Townsville Branch knows such a woman.  This is one 

back on her.  An anonymous woman (let’s call her Jill) and 

her husband Peter left a store and headed to their 4x4.  

They split up in the parking lot.  She went left and he went 

right.  Jill mistakenly got into a similar vehicle, noticed the 

dirty floor and planned to ask Peter to clean it.  When an 

unfamiliar male voice told her she was in the wrong car, 

she looked over her shoulder and  she quickly realized 

her mistake, got out and found a laughing Peter standing 

by their actual vehicle.  Guest speaker MP Janelle Poole 

gave a very interesting talk on what she had done while a 

Queensland Police Officer and since becoming a member 

of the Queensland Government.  She answered questions 

mainly about the problems being experienced with 

juveniles.  Next meeting: 1 October 2025.   

(Secretary – John Urquhart 0407 734 497)
GLADSTONE: 
The annual and general meetings were held on 2 July 

2025.  Welfare Report on behalf of Welfare Officer Mary 

McKenzie presented by Darryl Saw.  Glen Josefski, is still 

doing as well as can be expected.  Mike and Irene Ball, 

Mike, gave an apology and advised that his brother in-law 

Richard Bartley aged 80 years passed away on 8.6.2025 

after battling with health issues.  Richard was attached 

to Brisbane water police station when he retired.  John 

Joannidis, Mary reached out to John who advised he 

is hoping to attend this meeting.  Mary Mckenzie, My 

Daughter Kylie wanted me to pass on her appreciation 

for the card and kind words.  Unfortunately, Kylie now 

has Influenza A and hospitalised again.  We are hoping 

for a quick recovery so that her treatments can continue.  

For myself - Unfortunately, I have a bug and was hoping 

to attend the meeting but am still not feeling well and 

would not like to cause anyone else to be unwell.  Heather 

Jones, Widow of the late Member Gordon Jones, from 

son Darren Jones - Mum is good and still relaxed in her 

nursing home.  To Mary’s knowledge, all other Members 

are doing well according to their individual circumstances.  

Keith McCann advised that retired Inspector Tony Wood’s 

eldest daughter had sadly passed away.  Gail McCann’s 

mother sadly passed away, aged 96 years.  President 

Glenn advised that Members of Gladstone Thistle Pipe 

Band had visited Edenvale Nursing Home and he had 

seen Associate Member Peter Vale who is a resident there.  

Neil Coleborn advised that his wife Chris volunteered 

with other Members of Gladstone Midday Rotary Club 

on the gate at the recent Mount Larcom Show.  Neil also 

attended wearing his QRPA Inc Gladstone Branch  shirt to 

“Fly the Flag on behalf of the Association.”  Allan Bassett 

and Marysha Pilkington advised Members that they would 

be solemnising their marriage at the forthcoming Annual 

Luncheon, amongst their QRPA friends.  Birthdays: 

Birthdays: For July are Helen Vale 4th, Leanne Richter 

18th, Gail McCann 23rd, Jim Winn 26th and Glenn 

Churchill 31st.   Early August Brad Reynolds 1st, David 

Thomas 6th.  Guest Speaker was Det Senr Sergt Brett 

Richard, O/c Gladstone C.I.B.  addressed Members on 

current criminal policing operations of the branch.  The 

Branch AGM followed, President Glenn presented his 
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annual report and Treasurer David Thomas presented 

the annual financial statement.  Election of office bearers 

resulted in:  President Glenn Churchill re-elected, Senior 

Vice President Neil Coleborn, Junior Vice President  

Denis Connolly, Secretary Darryl Saw, Treasurer David 

Thomas, Welfare Officer Mary McKenzie.  The annual 

luncheon was held at the Chinatown Chinese Restaurant, 

Gladstone on 26.7.2025.A total of 36 people including 

Members, official guests and visitors attended.  A very 

special event occurred at the luncheon – a wedding 

ceremony.  Attendees witnessed the joyful occasion 

of the solemnisation of the marriage of two Gladstone 

Branch QRPA Members, Allan Basset and partner Marysha 

Pilkington, by Marriage Celebrant Sharron Ridgway.  

Allan and Marysha had chosen to be joined in matrimony 

among their friends of the Gladstone Branch and visitors 

and the Branch’s annual luncheon.  Piper Ben Behrendt, 

of Gladstone Thistle Pipe Band,  piped the wedding  

couple in for the ceremony.  Attendees stood for the 

couple’s entry and march to the Celebrant.  SMC Senior 

State Vice President Bob Pease advised that he had 

researched the Association’s records since its formation 

and there was no record of such a special event taking 

place at any function of the Association - a first for the 

Association and for Gladstone Branch.  QBANK was 

represented  Director Andy Henderson, who spoke to 

attendees and Inspector Darren Somerville of Gladstone 

Patrol Group also addressed attendees.  Sponsors of 

the five Lucky Door Prizes and several prizes in the 

multi-draw raffle recognized were, QBANK, Bunnings 

Warehouse, Gladstone Branch, The Feed Barn (Denis 

Connolly) Josie Rouen, Jope Fox, Chinatown Restaurant, 

the Saw Family and various Members .  Attendees enjoyed 

a sumptuous Chinese cuisine buffet meal and a drinks 

happy hour.  A substantial donation was  made to Qld 

Police Legacy Scheme from the luncheon proceeds.  The 

annual meeting at the Gladstone Police Station on 

6 August 2025.  Acting Senior Sergeant Tina Edward 

addressed members present on current policing issues 

within Gladstone Patrol Group.  Welfare report; John 

Caterson ‘Cato’, who is terminally ill with a brain tumour, 

is home now and has commenced his Chemo regime.  

He is remaining positive.  He and Val are very thankful 

to everyone for the ongoing support.  However, for 

the time being, Cato and Val are still not up to regular 

visitors.  Leon has been delivering home cooked meals 

and making each drop off a quick visit..  The Branch will 

support Cato and family.  A State Welfare Officer is also 

in touch and visited him when he was in Brisbane.  Glen 

Josefski.  Darryl regularly catches up with Glen and 

advises he is doing as well as can be expected.  Member 

Paul Ruge presented a Badge Collection Display, sourced 

and made by Paul “150 Years Badges of the Queensland 

Police” to Gladstone Police Station, which was accepted 

by Acting Senior Sergeant Tina.  Allan Bassett and 

Marysha Pilkington thanked Members for the privilege 

of their wedding ceremony at the annual luncheon.  

Members enjoyed a sausage sizzle lunch, compliments 

of the Gladstone Police Social Club.  Meeting held on  3 

September 2025.  Welfare report by Welfare Officer Mary 

Mckenzie and others.  John  (Cato) Caterson will continue 

his Chemo regime over the next couple of months.  Cato, 

Val and the family are remaining positive and thankful 

for all the support and well wishes from fellow members.  

Liz Cunningham is back in action after her recent medical 

procedure.  She performed Chaplaincy duties at the 

Gladstone RSL Vietnam Veterans Day service on 18 

August.  Mary will be in Brisbane soon for her first post-

op review.  Darryl regularly catches up with Glen Josefski 

who is doing as well as can be expected.  Darryl is slowly 

recovering from a severe bout of sciatica, which is still 

painful.  Mike Ball has had further medical consultation 

and new medication.  John Joannidis is having more 

medical problems associated with his illness.  Chris and 

Debbie Lette were thanked for carrying out maintenance 

to Sergeant Dan Stiller’s roadside memorial near Farmer 

Creek, Mount Larcom.   

(Secretary Darryl Saw 0447 417 746)
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DARLING DOWNS:  
The annual and general meetings were held on 10 

July 2025.  Result of election:  President – John MacKay, 

Senior Vice President – Viv Nolan, Junior Vice President 

– Richard Creagh, Secretary – Mike Jordan and Treasurer 

– David Lynch.  Monthly meeting: Richard Creagh stated 

that he was still negotiating with Hip Pocket Workwear 

regarding Sponsorship.  Welfare:  John MacKay welcomed 

Rod Millward, Bob Lehfeldt and Ray Briese back to the 

meetings after their respective illnesses.  Mike Jordan 

advised that Roger Deshon had made mention of the 

treatment that he was getting for his heart complaint.  

Bob Boddington had stated that his son was receiving 

treatment for brain cancer.  John MacKay urged those 

who required the services of any of the welfare officers 

to make their situation known.  Richard Creagh spoke of 

a Council grant of $200 which could be used to purchase 

plants for the surrounds of the Memorial Wall.  Meeting 

held on 14 August 2025.  Welfare:  Viv Nolan reported 

that Roger Deshon was currently recovering from 

open heart surgery.  Boyd Wilson was still undergoing 

treatment.  John Cooper remained in care.  John 

MacKay’s daughter was suffering a serious illness.  Bob 

Lehfeldt was sick and Malcolm Twine had a back injury.  

Ray Briese reported that John Sullivan had undergone 

a cataract operation.  Viv Nolan advised that 43 had 

attended the Memorial Wall Rededication despite the 

atrocious weather.  Discussion took place regarding 

changing the date to September and it was resolved 

to change the date to the first week in September.  The 

central plaque on the Memorial Wall is showing signs of 

wear and Mayor Geoff McDonald and Trevor Watts MP 

had opted to share the cost of replacing the plaque.  A 

new lectern had been built for the Branch by Richard 

Creagh.  The Honour Board is out of date for four years 

and Viv Nolan will negotiate with the new owner of Linear 

Graphics to arrange for it to be updated.  An application 

to join the QRPA by Al Servin was recommended for 

approval.  Meeting held on 11 September 2025.  

Welfare:  Boyd Wilson was still in hospital and John 

and Kathy MacKAY were caring for their seriously ill 

daughter.  Rodger Deshon was at home recovering from 

heart surgery,  Ray Briese had been ill but was now on 

the mend,  John ‘Sully’ Sullivan had cataract surgery (he  

has advised he can now see) and that Rodger Malcolm 

had been gardening after which he had found that he 

had three ticks on him.  A new memorial wall plaque has 

been ordered for the Memorial Wall and Vice President Viv 

Nolan expressed appreciation to MP Trevor Watts and the 

Mayor of Toowoomba Geoff McDonald for their generous 

support in obtaining the new plaque.  A cross member 

will be added to the spar of the flagpole at the Memorial 

Wall so that three flags can be flown at the rededication.  

(Courtesy of the Toowoomba Regional Council via Mayor 

Geoff McDonald).  The annual luncheon will be held at 

Futures Restaurant at Toowoomba TAFE on 15 October 

2025.  The honour board is in the process of being 

updated.  The annual candlelight vigil will be held at the 

Regional Headquarters Memorial on 25 September and 

on this occasion plaques honouring Constable Matthew 

Arnold and Rachel McCrow will be unveiled.   

The NPRD service will be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral on 

29 September 2025.  Next meeting 9 October 2025.   

(Secretary, Mike Jordan, 0438 111 423)
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NEAR NORTH COAST:
Their social gathering for the month of June was a train 

trip to Landsborough on 16 June 2025 (well it was for 

most.  One member got caught up in traffic, missed 

the train and had to drive up).  They had lunch at the 

Landsborough Hotel and everyone enjoyed the meal 

and company.  Fourteen attended:  Helen Guy, Noel 

and Sandra Fortescue, Lou Hartwig, Merv and Carol 

Melling, Allan and Sandra Hawkins, Carol Flanagan, 

Mandy Anderson, Keith and Bev Schultz, Neil Campbell 

and Mick Gordon.   Meeting held on  21 July 2025.  

The guest Speaker was Ian Leavers, former President 

of the Queensland Police Union and now Cross Border 

Commissioner for Queensland.  AGM:  The result of 

the election of officers for the ensuing year follows:  

President – Mandy Anderson, Vice President – Allan 

Hawkins, Secretary – Bill Feldman, Treasurer – Keith 

Schultz and Welfare Officers – Allan Hawkins and Ray 

Hoelscher.  A vote of thanks to the outgoing committee 

and congratulations to incoming committee:  This was  

was made by new President Mandy Anderson and carried 

by acclamation.  Mandy gave special thanks to outgoing 

President Carol Flanagan who continued her duties 

despite her adverse circumstances and situation over 

the past year.  General meeting:  Welfare:  Allan Hawkins 

(Welfare Officer) reported that he had been in contact 

with member Des Kelly, Earl Sanders and Mike Gordon.  

Discussion ensued around attraction of more members.  

President Mandy Anderson discussed contacting all 

members of Branch by phone and contacting widows and 

former police women known in area re contemplating 
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membership and attendance.  Merv Melling also spoke 

about New South Wales RPA and spoke of their name 

change.  Former NSW Police Officers as some felt that 

the original name restricted their attendance to retired 

only and membership as some were former officers who 

did not age retire but left medically unfit, or left and 

went to other jobs or other Government Departments, 

or in the case of females Officers left early to pursue a 

family or moved from Policing to other Government 

Departments that offered part time solutions.  Following 

the discussions the following motion was raised:  That the 

State Management Committee consider a name change 

to The Queensland Retired and Former Police Officers 

Association in order to attract members especially women 

who may feel that they did not fit the criteria of retired.  

Merv Melling and Bill Feldman are going to attend the 

State meeting of the Association and bring the matter 

up as a matter of open discussion.  The annual luncheon 

will be held at the Central Sports Club (old Caboolture 

RSLClub) on 20 October 2025.  Next meeting:  Caboolture 

Sports Club on 15 September 2025.   

(Secretary – Bill Feldman 0419 659 105)
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REDLANDS:  
The annual general meeting was held on 22 July 2025.  

Steve Monteath conducted the election of officers with the 

following result:  President - Mark Stiles, Vice President 

-  Mark Stewart, Secretary - Tina Bowen, Treasurer - Ann 

Maree Stiles, Welfare Officer - Chris Gibney and Raffles 

Co-ordinator - Patricia (Pat) Priddle.  General business:  

National Police Remembrance Day Service.  The location 

at Victoria Point is promising and functional.  The catering 

will be taken care of by the church.  Meeting held on 26 

August 2025.  A welfare update on members was given by 

Welfare Officer Chris Gibney.  Hogans Hotel at Wellington 

Point has been booked for the Branch Christmas function 

on 9 December 2025.  The Wynnum RSL Club will be the 

location for the 2026 annual luncheon.  The QPS has been 

active in the arrangements for this year’s NPRD service.  

Inspector Scott Prestidge is in charge of arrangements.  

Elton Mitchelson shared a story from his Service falling 

through a back verandah on a job.  The Brfanch is going to 

work out a suitable time to remember and celebrate the 

life of Tony Rand.  Guest speaker:  Bob Burns, Friends of 

the Police Museum, who gave a lecture on what the group 

has done and continues to do in regard to the graves of 

deceased Queensland Police Officers.  Next social event:  

Elysium Bar, Victoria Point on 12 September 2025 and next 

meeting:  23 September 2025 at the Redlands  

RSL Club.   

(Secretary – Tina Bowen – 0408 199 085)

FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND: 
By Brigitte McKaskill, Secretary/Welfare Officer.  Meeting 

held at Innisfail on 27 June 2025.  Inspector Nathan Blain, 

Cassowary Coast Patrol Group, and his lovely wife Traci 

as well as Police Chaplain Damon Ormsby attended.  It 

was good to see Mick and Lesley Harris, Peter Williamson 

and to have Reg and Jacqueline Perkins home for a 

while.  Welfare:  We had a lovely chat to Arthur Lynch who 

said he was doing well and they have bought a house in 

Ceduna.  His wife Beryl isn’t doing as well but settling in 

OK.  Beryl Pocock had her 94th birthday in May.  Inspector 

Nathan  provided an update on what has changed at all 

the stations within the Cassowary Coast Patrol Group.  

Members of the Group along with members from outside 

the Region were heavily involved in the flooding event 

in February when QPS was the lead in the recovery 

space.  Chaplain Damon Ormsby said he arrived in FNQ 

in December from Ipswich and originally he worked in 

New Zealand and the QPS.  Damon says  it is not just a 

job – it is a career looking after staff from the AOs to the 

AC; also it is an interesting and amazing journey so far.  He 

also said the last few months had been quite hectic with 

responsibility from Cardwell to Thursday Island.  AGM and 

luncheon held at the Bungalow Hotel, Cairns, on 25 

July 2025.  Ian Swan ran the election for us and everyone 

was re-elected unopposed.  (President – Mal McKaskill, 

Vice President – John Hartwell, Secretary and Welfare 

Officer – Brigitte McKaskill and Treasurer –Allan Dredge).  

Assistant Commissioner Brett Schafferius gave an update 

on the Far North Region and QBank Director Paul Wilson 

spoke about the positive position the bank is in and also 

about scams and QR codes.  Members were told how 

easily they can be taken in with QR Codes displayed 

everywhere they go particularly in cafes and restaurants.  
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Welfare report: Veteran Associate Member Diane Moran 

has moved into Regis at Whitfield where she has settled in 

nicely, joining the daily walking group and participating 

in some gardening which she loves.  Veteran Member Joe 

Moran is still in hospital where he is attending rehab every 

day to strengthen his legs.  Veteran Associate Members, 

Beryl Pocock and Gloria Coogan, are both doing well.  A 

number of other members have had major operations and 

are all recovering well.  Information has been circulated 

regarding the Cairns NPRD service (2.00pm) and the 

Tablelands NPRD service (10am) both being held on 

Monday 29th September, 2025.   

(Secretary Brigitte McKaskill 0408 281 979).

HERVEY BAY:
The Club’s annual luncheon was held at the Pialba Bowls 

Club on 18 June 2025.  Thirty three guests attended 

including twenty-five members and guests from Hervey 

Bay, six guests from Redland Bay, State President of 

QRPA Greg Early and Director of QBank, Dan Keating.  

State member for Hervey Bay David Lee also attended 

for a short time but had to leave early due to other 

commitments.  President Ian Anderson welcomed the 

attendees and called for a moment’s reflection on the 

loss of Senior Constable Keith Smith in Tasmania.  State 

President Greg Early then spoke on the organisation’s 

status and lamented somewhat on reducing numbers 

at a number of meetings/luncheons around the state.  A 

two course alternate lunch, which was prepared by lady 

Bowlers from the Club, was enjoyed by all present.  QBank 

Director  Dan Keating touched on some of the fraudulent 

activity that can impact on account owners and the 

means by which to combat the same.  The lucky door 

prize of a bottle of QRPA ninety year commemorative wine 

was drawn and won by Dell Skyring.  The raffle of fifteen 

prizes was then conducted with most tables winning 

a couple of prizes   Meetings held on 15 July 2025.  

Result of election of officers at the AGM:  President – Ian 

Anderson, Vice President – Derek Mayne, Secretary – Nick 

Paton, Treasurer – Roz Jamieson and Welfare Officers – 

Ian and Sandra West-McInnes.  At the general meeting 

new members Bob and Vicki Leadbeater were introduced 

to the group.   

(Secretary – Nick Paton 0428 839 552)
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VAN DIEMEN’S LAND.  
The annual general meeting and dinner were held at 

Tamar Valley Resort, Grindelwald, on 28 June 2025.  

Nineteen members and guests attended.  Special guests 

were Michael Barber, Curator of the Tasmania Police 

Museum, and State President Greg Early.  The Ode to a 

Police Officer was read by Vice President Ian Johnston 

and a minute’s silence was observed in memory of 

Tasmania Police Officer, Constable Keith Anthony Smith, 

who was killed while on duty on 16 June 2025.  The 

election of officers was conducted by State President 

Greg Early with the following result:  President – Bob 

Fitzsimmons, Vice President – Ian Johnston, Treasurer – 

Jim Byrne and Secretary – Jennifer Johnston.   General 

meeting:  Applications to join the QRPA by the following 

were recommended for approval:  Thomas McKaskill, 

Graham Burridge and Melissa Lovejoy (Associate).  

Grave Restoration Project:  President Bob advised 

that he had received an email from Andrea from the 

Graves Restoration Project informing him that she has 

no further information regarding the location of the 

graves of Randall, Bennett and Baker, early Tasmanian 

police officers killed on duty.  This matter has now been 

adjourned indefinitely.  President Bob indicated he is still 

a few short of the required number to be able to place an 

order with the supplier for a VDL Branch polo shirt.  It was 

resolved that the 7 September 2025 meeting will be held 

at the Hobart Workers Club.  Michael Barber, Curator of 

the Tasmania Police Museum, who gave a demonstration 

of previous badges used by the several police forces 

in Tasmania, indicated he could conduct a tour of the 

Museum on the day of the meeting.  Member Ian Tinker 

spoke about the upcoming National Bowls Championship 

that will be held at Devonport in November.  Ian will be 

competing and is also heavily involved in preparations 

for this event and would like to hear from anyone 

interested in volunteering their time to help out during 

the competition.  Any assistance would be greatly 

appreciated.  Ian advised that it’s likely that there may be 

serving or retired police from the mainland travelling to 

Tassie to take part and this could be a great opportunity 

for our members to network and socialise.  Latest news 

from President Bob Fitzsimmons:  Congratulations to 

Jennifer Johnston and Geraldine Byrne for being made 

Life Members of the QRPA for their long, distinguished 

and meritorious service to the Association.  Karen Beasant 

has sold her property in Bothwell and moved back to 

Brisbane to be with family.  The VDL Branch members 

wish her all the very best for the future.  Our next meeting 

and luncheon will be Sunday 21st September at Hobart 

Workers Club, followed by a tour of the Tasmania Police 

Museum.   

(Secretary, Jennifer Johnston 0413 143 305)
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A confidential psychological support service provided 

by the QPS is available to retired Queensland Police 

Officers- 24/7 – 1800277478. 

IF YOU DO BECOME AWAREOF SOMEONE DOING 

IT TOUGH, PLEASE URGE THEM TO USE THIS FREE 

SERVICE OR TALK TO SOMEONE THEY CAN TRUST.  



www.protectiveservicesgroup.qld.gov.au

Recruiting.ProtectiveServices@police.qld.gov.au

You must:
Be 18 years or older.
Hold a current first aid and CPR certificate.
Be an Australian citizen or resident in Australia with
permission, under Commonwealth law, to work in
Australia.
Be able to complete the paid seven-week training course
at the Oxley Police Academy in Brisbane. Paid travel and
accommodation is provided for regional recruits.

Set up email notifications for keywords
"Protective Services" on SEEK and
SmartJobs to apply for our next intake
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